Note Taking: Some helpful hints

· Be sure you know what you’re taking notes about. Find the subject of your reading, and then title your notes with that subject at the top of the page. For example, if you’re doing a reading on the French and Indian War your notes should say:

French and Indian War
in big letters at the top of the page. That way, when you go back to review you’ll know exactly what it is you’re reviewing. 

· Try to put things in an order than make sense to you: If you learn better following things chronologically (order of events) put your notes in that order. If you learn better following things by theme, group your notes that way.

· Find words in bold and write them in your notes with a definition. If it’s an event or person consider giving them their own line with dash explaining their importance. For example, if you find someone like George Washington in your reading, consider making an entry in your notes that looks like this:

George Washington – leader of the Continental army during the 

Revolutionary War...

· Try to link cause and effect, and common themes together. For example, if you read that the Treaty of Paris ended the Revolutionary War, make sure you connect the two in your notes. Do this however it makes the most sense to you, but you could try something like:

Revolutionary War------>ended by Treaty of Paris, 1783

· Try to link similarities or multiple causes together. This type of thing will happen a lot in history. For example, if there are many causes to a certain action or movement put them all in the same place. If you’re thinking about causes of the American Revolution you may do something like this:

Causes of the American Revolution:



1. “taxation without representation” – the patriots thought....



2. feeling of separation from England – as the colonies grew 

    




   
   apart from England...

3. Age of Enlightenment – throughout Europe people were...

· Also try to link common differences together, especially if a certain issue has two sides. This should allow you to better know the arguments on both sides. For example, if you read that the Federalists and Anti-Federalists argued over the Constitution consider making a T-chart with their arguments like this:

Federalists                                                     Anti-Federalists 




-strong central government

-weak central government




-power with fed. government

-power with states

· Highlight, highlight, highlight. Once you’ve finished taking notes it does not mean you’re done with them. In order to learn from your notes you need to have notes you can interact with. So if you take notes for homework, when we go over them in class, highlight what we talked about because that’s obviously what’s most important. When you get an end-of-unit study guide with questions, and you got back to your notes to find the answers, highlight them as well, because again, that’s what’s important.

· Remember, this page should be used as a guide. You should take notes in the way that works best for you. If you like mapping things out, use a graphic organizer, if you’re a list man, make lists. What’s important is at the end of the day your notes need to make sense to you!

