Learning to write a DBQ: Points of View
Situation Description:

 
The Duke Blue Devils played the North Carolina Tar Heels in their annual basketball game at Cameron Indoor Stadium. For inexplicable reasons, I was unable to watch the game (Note: This would never happen in real life. I would probably miss my grandmother’s funeral for the Duke-UNC game and she’d encourage me. But for argument’s sake let’s say that it did.) The game was decided when Kyle Singler nailed a last second three-pointer over to of UNC’s Tyler Hansbrough. The next day, everyone was talking about the win, and the shot. What I want to know is what REALLY happened, just how great a play this shot was and why it was important. Throughout the day I read some interviews, spoke to some friends, and miraculously got player interviews in an attempt to attain the truth. As I review each source, I am constantly asking myself what is the person point of view, their biases, and their expertise on this issue.
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Source: Michael Wilbon, Reporter, The Washington Post





“…the Blue Devils and Tar Heels played another game for the ages that ended in dramatic fashion. Singler came off a tight screen to catch the pass at the top of the key. With time expiring and college basketball’s best player breathing down his neck Singler was calm cool and collected. He simply caught the pass, turned and fired. Game over.” 





Source: Kyle Singler, Duke SF, interview





“I wasn’t really thinking about the end of the game. I just saw my man, saw the play and instincts took over. Then I didn’t feel much. Now it feels great, real great.”





Source: Roy Williams, UNC coach, written press release.





“That was a great play. Unbelievable. I applaud Duke and their team. Our guys played there hearts out but just came up short. It’s a long season though, and we’ll get ’em in the end next time.” 





Source: Mike Krzyzewski, Duke coach, interview.





“Wow, what a game! I’m still sweating thinking about it. That was huge for our team. It really puts us back on track and gives us the edge over Carolina for the ACC title.”





Source: Ed Moulton, long time Duke fan





“Domination baby. That’s what it was, complete and total domination! He was gonna hit that shot, no questions asked. I wasn’t even nervous for a second. We’ll be No. 1 in the polls on Monday. Mark my words, its national title time.”





Source: Tyler Hansbrough, UNC PF, interview





“It was a nice play, but that screen was moving. I don’t know why the refs didn’t call it, but he followed my line. That’s not legal. That’s why I couldn’t get in position to stuff it back down his throat!”





Source: Charlotte Bobcats, NBA team, excerpt from a scouting report on Tyler Hansbrough





“…Hanbrough. Class: Senior. Position: SF-PF. Comment: Decent size and ability to take it to the hoop. Above average offensive acumen. Needs to work on defense and positioning. Does not take to defense naturally.”





Source: Teddy Valentine, ACC referee, excerpt from post game report





 “… Clean shot. Minor contact but incidental. No call at the end of the game.








