History of Religion
Instructor:  Paul Doran

Room: 2116
Time: 12:12-1:12 pm (5th period) 

Email:  doranp@issaquah.wednet.edu
Phone: (425) 837-7727

Office: 2410H
Internet: www.mrdoran.net 

COURSE  DESCRIPTION  

This course focuses on seven areas:  

1.  Gaining knowledge about the major religions of the world.

2.  Analyzing people and events in religious history to understand cause and effect, change over time.

3.  Comparing religions to each other to understand commonalities and differences between the world’s cultures and spirituality as well as human nature, philosophy, and reason.
4.  Developing skills used by historians: critical reading, research, documentation.

5.  Understanding the connections between past and present events; between sociology and culture.

6.  Understanding the place of religion in the U.S. and the world.

7.  Analysis of current issues of belief and religion and their effect on the world
We will do a variety of activities during each class period, including class discussion, group work, lecture, essay, research projects, and individual assignments.
***A note about this class. This class is intended to be a survey course on the history and beliefs behind the major religions of the world. It is not intended to be an extension of any religious schooling or personal belief. Nonetheless, belief and personal experience are not only welcome but encouraged, but please do NOT take this class if you will have a hard time reconciling your personal faith with any history or historical discussion we may have.***
UNITS WE WILL COVER

1st Quarter – religions of the East


2nd Quarter – religions of the West
1. Hinduism





1. Judaism
2. Buddhism





2. Christianity
3. Daoism & Confucianism



3. Islam
GRADING
93 - 100%   A


80 - 82%     B-


67 - 69%     D+

90 - 92%     A-

77 - 79%     C+

60 - 66%     D

87 - 89%     B+

73 - 76%     C


Below         F
83 - 86%     B


70 - 72%     C-




GRADE BREAKDOWN
Culminating (tests/projects/major papers)


35% of grade

Process (classwork/homework)




40%


Intellectual curiosity, participation, discussion


15%

Semester Exam






10%

ELECTRONIC DEVICES  
You may NOT use cell phones, iPods/music players, or pretty much anything else with an on/off switch (aside from computers and calculators, when necessary) in class.  They should be turned off and put away. There may be times during class, when doing individual work, that you will be allowed to listen to music players—I will inform you when those times occur.  If you use any such devices during class, I will confiscate them and hold them for the remainder of the day. In the case of repeated instances, I will confiscate them and turn them into the office and you will receive a detention and your parents will be called. In the case of continued problems, I will refer you to the administration
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

1. Both the teacher and students will be courteous to others in the class at all times.

2. Come to class prepared!  (pen, paper, notebook, textbook, etc.).

3. Be mature and use acceptable language in class discussions and in writing assignments.

4. Participate in class and be engaged.

While in the classroom, there are three guidelines for conduct that need to be observed.  Of course, these golden rules are broad enough to admit a wide range of interpretation, but just let common sense and goodwill determine your behavior.  Respect yourself.  Respect others.  Respect the classroom environment.
During class, I expect you to conduct yourself as adults—you may sharpen pencils and so on without permission, but only as long as you do so unobtrusively. When you need to use the restroom, simply get up, let me know you’re going, go quickly and do not make it a constant habit.  However, when class time is over, remember that I dismiss you, not the bell.  You are expected to remain in your seats until dismissed.  General misbehavior, such as excessive talking, rowdy behavior, etc. will be dealt with by a progressive process including warnings, parental contact, and administration referral. 

When making your decisions, be smart, and make good choices. One simple way to look at the classroom environment and expectations is by considering the rules this way:

You may do anything you want in this class as long as it does not cause a problem for anyone else.

MATERIALS

Please get and bring the following to class, as soon as possible

1. Blue or black pens (at least two).

2. A three-ring binder (you may organize this how you want, I will not ever collect it).

3. Notebook paper.

4. Assignment book or personal planner (Skyline will provide one for all students).

Occasionally you may want various other supplies (colored pencil, construction paper, etc.). On days when you will need these I will either give you advanced warning or supply them for you

You will be issued a textbook, and you will have reading from it for both classwork and homework. We will occasionally use it in class. For the most part, you may leave it at home, but you will be asked and expected to bring it to class from time to time. 
PRINTING POLICY

While in the library or lab students have access to a variety of resources at Skyline. However, in order to manage our supplies, increase student accountability, and protect the environment, according to school policy, students may only print 40 pages worth of material per month. Once they have hit their limit their printing capabilities will be shut off until next month. If that occurs, students should print page at home, at a private resource center or at the King County Public Library, etc.
LATE ASSIGNMENTS  

All students will be allowed to turn in one late assignment per quarter.  Write “Late” on the top of your paper.  You must turn in late assignments within one week of the original due date.  I will keep track of how many late assignments you have turned in.  No credit will be given for additional late work. 

This policy of late assignments only pertains to “process” work. Projects, essays or other “culminating” work is due on its assigned date—no exceptions. This means that even if you are not at school the day the assignment is due, you must make arrangements to get it to me (even if it is simply via email) on that day. If not, it will be considered late. All major assignments are due at the beginning of the period on the day they are assigned. They must be completed in their entirety before the bell rings on that day. This includes binding, labeling, etc. Any culminating projects that are turned in late will receive a penalty of minus 10% per day for each day the assignment is late. After five school days (one week) they will not be accepted.
Also, because of the manner in which they are given, students will not be able to use their “late passes” on reading quizzes. Only students whose absence is excused or school related will be able to make up reading quizzes.
ABSENCES AND TARDIES 

If you have an excused absence, you will have double the amount of days missed for make-up.  Write “absent” on the top of any absent work that you turn in.  Tests are to be made up before or after school by appointment, and the make up time must be scheduled immediately upon your return to school. You will then have one week in which to make it up.  Only students with excused absences will be allowed to make up work. Work not turned in within these time frames will receive no credit.

Also, it is essential that you arrive in class on time both for your learning and so that you do not disrupt class.  First and second offences per semester result in a warning.  The third offense results in an after-school detention, and the fourth offense results in a parent call and a referral to the administration.   

**RETURN THIS PAGE TO MR. DORAN SIGNED BY YOU AND YOUR PARENT/GUARDIAN***
Course Content Signatures:  History of Religion 2010-2011
I have read and understand the syllabus and expectations outlined above.  If I have any questions I will contact my teacher.

Student signature:____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature:____________________________________________________

[We have read and understand the syllabus and expectations of the course]
PLAGIARISM/CHEATING
Academic Integrity/Honesty Policy:

Academic integrity speaks to a student’s commitment and responsibility to pursue scholarship openly and honestly.  It respects the concept that learning is the primary purpose of education, secondary to grades and credits.    

Academic Dishonesty is defined as any action or attended action that may result in creating an unfair academic advantage for oneself or an unfair academic advantage or disadvantage for any other student.

A student shall not attempt to earn credit or receive a grade for coursework (tests, quizzes, assignments, discs, projects, essays) in a manner other than defined as acceptable by each instructor.   

Academic Integrity violations are tracked throughout a student’s entire high school career (grades 9 – 12).  Academic Integrity violations include, but are not limited to:

· Plagiarizing or submitting any part of another person’s work as representing ones’ own scholarship

· Distribution/sharing of class assignments or test information in either written or verbal form to another student without teacher permission 

· Unauthorized Collaboration – working with others without the specific permission of the instructor on assignments that will be submitted for an individual’s grade.   This applies to in-class or take-home assignments/homework, projects, tests, or labs.

· Collusion – supporting the lack of integrity/honesty by another student, as in allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another.  Collusion also includes the use or sharing of identical or highly similar passages of one’s own work, or the work of another, unless specifically authorized by the teacher.  

· Technology Malpractice – any misuse or abuse of private or public technology in relation to grades or in acquiring an academic advantage, including infractions of the school technology user agreement, language translation websites, cell phone messaging or picture transmission.   

I have read the Academic Integrity/Honest Policy. I understand and agree to honor it in content and in spirit.

Student’s Name



Signature



Date

Parent’s Name




Signature



Date
