661 000T-0SZ 'SHSV TIAAHN ATEVH HHE NI NOILVZIHALD) NVIJOANT

‘sreads pue SpIOAs YIIas PatiLIe LFjBARD JUFOS TITM ATJUBJUL
Apsour pastzduios Auire yspjuea oY, staajqoid snotrss
uasaad s pmos sesze JuelsIp o3 1 3uriodsuen pue 31 Sut
-Ajddns—3urugredures 105 Sutxds yoea patayied usw pues
-no1; 148 A[uo—jjeas A[pArie[al sem AULIe Ysp{ORE] Y
ySnotp usay ‘sudiedures {reyqrur moj-A4yy Joojepult oYm
IOTIFEM POTTWIANAP € SEM dUBewtajtey]) SSURY JTURULIZD)
Y3 JO UOTHPRI] 9 ¥f andmg wegSurjore] ot Jo rostedxy

.

3

‘a1 AyyBuey sty Surmp
andwnyg ueiSeporey st jo Lropriy sy paptiedya AQeaid ol
“(onz “d wo xoq 5171 225 UBLISAE)S N[0sa1 B pue Fuitred]
o uoryed SSTA B OSTE SBA 91 “IOTIIRM 2213Y Y “3AlISInDUL
pue JUHBIE1UT ‘UL DAISIIOP PUE POUILUIP B SBAL SUBLUI
. -aeyD) (HpISHoIrT) PEOM N0 2URY—UTIRT I sHuSviu
stjou7y) SUSBUID[IEYD) 10 JEAIL) M1} sA[IeYD) se 410381 O
uasotn] 19l fyremod pue opaeudp v ‘ucs sy mopguny ys!
UL 911 JO dUOI} 37 03 JyBno1q g9/ uT yreap suidag

(P18-g9L) andwg
veifujore sy pue sUSEWSIRYY) -

528V SIPPIN A[Ted a1p 1 2omdexd URNSLIYD B 1M
PasnJ UOTIYTISUT DTUBUIIID) & MOT Jo ajduiexs Jaypoue 394
saptaoxd osfe Inq 20GJO PaIoes e [AIM PAISNIIUS U22q pey
s3un| o1 81y pazroquiss Ajuo you Sumroue sy, wonexd
JUSWE)SAT, PIO Ue JO WONEIWT Ul Jro 4joy yiim adod o)
Jo aaneyuasazdar v Aq payuroue AfetrIo] pue 3un] paumor
ses (89/-16.) urdad drsSupy ysniuerj JO WI0) MU & paje
-1 ‘adod o1 Aq paroadde orom oM ‘suonde sutdag A
-WIE] ST pUe Jj2STUTY 10 23e)8 Ysnyuesy o)) Jo diysduny o1
pownsse pue sueiSWAOI o1 pasodap ‘wrdag ‘uos STy 11/
Ul Palp [ SAIIEYD) UYAA "SSLI0ILLII) 353U JO JA[NI fer}
- XA 9 suredaq ‘eIsensty Jo avefed a1y Jo rofewr uerfuro
-1e0) ) “PLIBIN SIIRYY) "SPUE] USPUBL] 21 JO [ORUOD S)
gurso sem L1seudp verBuraoroW oty 4anjuad iylio auy g

SUBLSUT[OIEY SUT JO PIYOA SYL

*20u)sTa snotresa1d e ‘sased jsour 1y ‘Sutpes] pue Awouo
[ermmEESe pajpL e jo siseq oy uo Sunsisqns vonemdod
Tetus AjoAryeps e Jo st adomg [eastpout 4[1ea jo atngord at
UBY} ‘[RIAQ AIUam] JO 258 1) MOTI( TRUIOM B SEA DA
UF 3U0 URK] 20U {T33)INOJ PUE 3O UM LIPIIYY 2T
0M3 PUB 3uo Jo a8e ST MOJRq PIITY B SBM JUO ‘SUGIIYS
2AY 41942 JO JeI PUNO] sasv1d ueredmmy Jo Apms U
‘Aoueyradxa 1] Moy Jo porrad v sea STy T, *saseasip Jo a8urr
opIa e 01 dfqudaosns ajdoad apet jerp) sarouLdYIP LIRlRrp
pue ‘surarej ‘sysaaiey pSealn UBSME PIROD UIRI YONII
00} 10 JYSNOI(] SIUIL} peq 10] pases 9q pnod snjdins oy
12U} JUBDL SPPRLA MO a1y aous Afjeradss 1eaial) v sdumpe
2I9M SISISESIP [EINIRU ‘SSI[OYIIIAIN "SUOTIIPUOD ISPJ0d
PUE Ial1oM JO SALINGUID [RIAAYS I3YfR 0/ punore asordur
03 uedaq soyieam uradoing ety moys swioned speuH]D

alewiyD syl -

|08 21N B POIBAIIMD SEM PUE| 34} JO 3uo219d (] UBY) $93]

"paas Jo aImns
-PATIE SUO 0] UTeS JO $3INSEIUT 0M) JO SOTJET MO] AJQIpazoul
PAPRIA $212183 USDIURI] 1811 $31BIIPUT 20USPIAT "SPPIL
0] paonpoid 11 os taAa Ing ATy 57 wedal o} 1eah 0
Axaas (paruejdun) mofe] a1 01 pamoffe sem pue] 'splaid
doxo yuesyrudis jsuiede pa10Mm osje SPoistu [eInynoLdy
‘pasord Aq1sea 10U a1am adoIng WIBIOU Jo $j10s Lavay
33 “TOTHPPe uf 'sapnite asayy afueyd 4jpanus jou pip
ANTURDSTI) 0) UOISISATIOD UAT "STLIE] 10] WI00T 3Rl 0]
UMOp a1y SUIIN0 PajsIsal PUE paldes s321] PIIapISUoD
SALINIUAD JOJ PrY $aqLI} UBUIIAD) ‘IaacaIol “Bunued 107
puno:s my sredaid pue s35310] Yeal> 01 ASE3 J0U SEM I BUM
2y} JO syuaumafdi] apNID J3 UaAID) $38Y A[PPIIN Aj1eq o)
Uy TP Af[eioadsa paaoid puef mau JO HOBAMD oG

Fdaiiing:n gy

“Jo1p ueadomyg
a1 yuswmapddns 01 A1essa0ou atam Buiysy pue Sununy
sny ], ‘uonendod 3sapour sy uaas Buipas] AJmoynp pey
adoing 1Y) 2A1f2q SURLIOISIY DIUIOU0IS SWUOS JBL} [[ewds

JBU3 PAIBUNHISS U23q sey 11 ‘108 uy ‘adeospue} ueadomy
21 PaI2A0D Hured se [fom se speLiajew Suryeoy pue Sutpimg
papraord yorgm ‘838910 *s98p11 ureyumow pue ‘sdurems
‘8382107 Aq Iaioue suo woIy pajeredos s 21aa s
‘UONEIIUNTUTIOD JO SITTAIIE JOfRWI $2 PAATIS Tap) PR 2q[q
QUILRY “2UTAG *DIOT 21} S YOS ‘SIAANT YINO)Y 'SIOIIIRM
puE sIatIe] Jo saSey[ia 30 s13snd pure sadeqia (IraL payiop
adeaspue] payendod Aasreds v sem adomy a8y APPIA
A[red a3 ut 32Y) 2407[3q AfjRIoUa8 SURIIOISTH "Sa1INITDD
yIuaAds pue Yixts aif Jo sanderd a1y 4q pasned sasso] o3
WI0g PoraA0al JOU S pey Anuuad [Igdie a1 Jo woneh
~dod st “Aupiqeqod [fe uT AUTRIIPIUR J[QRISPISUOD JO 13]
~yett  §1 2dorny [eAdIpaur 182 11 a]doad Jo raquinu ],

JUSWUCIAUY o1 pue sueadomy

‘uopstiedxa pue Ligens

Bugzzep jo poprad B HO YTRQWIS 0} APLaX SUM HOTRZITALD
ueadomy ‘0poT AY UI 195 0) ueSaq Aaogs A1940031 PUB
‘payemmIsse s1am sTedSey pue sBURIIA 2yl Ing '£19p005 MU
Y3 Papns aavy ATISE PINED 1eY) sikaRy) pasod swmsny pue
ste£Se1y 'sSunfrA ‘{InIue0 YU 910 Ul 19ASMOY ‘UoTIRpLMO]

upelzoun pue Heys ¢ ue wisq uonezan ueadomyg
's98y 2PPIIA 91 JO ppom eongod
atyt Jo wed rexfau ue suI0daq 0} paajoas Apusnbasqns
samaed Teonfod jo HORRZIENUIISP JU} U0 paseq 1apio L)
yprar pue eoprod Mou e pue 10A0MOY MINSAS [ROIIRUOTE
931e] v ureruTeE 01 21enbapewr paacid sepmymad HUTU
pue [IySie 2yl Jo SUoHRpUno] welerde Jyy, oufewafredd
Jo andearg werSurore,) 91 Bl JqISIA SWLdAY 1SH PHOM
uradoImny [PASIPS SYI ‘SIUASS WENSHYD) pue ‘weoy
~0OD9ID) ‘DRIRIISE) JO Uolshy B uo Suippng "uonezifal
315N JO F31UDD PUR SID0J 343 suI03aq pnom odoini

*£13uAsean:
-OINg M3 §

ueadory

1o 10U UK
TL21SAM 31
SeAL ,JOIa
pey ss{xe
LSUPTIO
sapreyy,

~Ipe1} JUaT
13194 =aps
RETIATLR
EREIEY )
strewioy 4q |
$NOT[aqak JO
QuIY O} pad




Tar ACHIEVEMENTS OF CHARTENMAGNE

_7=x INHARD, THE BIOGRAPHER of Charlemagne, was born
(2} inthe valley of the Main River in Germany about 775,
Raised and educated in the monastery of Fulda, an important
center of learning, he arrived at the court of Charlemagne in
791 or 792. Although he did not achieve high office under

Charlemagne, he served as private secretary to Louis the
Pious, Charlemagne’s son and successor. Einhard's Life of
Chartemagne, written between 817 and 830, was modeled
on Suetonius’ Lives of the Caesars, especially his biography
of Augustus, In this selection, Einhard discusses some of
Chartemagne’s acccomplishments.

- Finhaxd, Life of Charlemagne
Such are the wars, most skillfully planned and successfully
fouglu, which this most powerful king waged during the
forty-seven years of his reign. He so largely increased the
Frank kingdom, which was already great and strong when
he received it at his father’s hands, that more than double
its former territory was added to it. . . . He subdued all the
wild and barbarous tribes dwelling in Germany between the
Rhine and the Vistula, the Ocean and the Danube, all of
which speak very much the same language, but differ
widely from one another in customs and dress. . ..

. He added 1o the glory of his reign by gaining the good
will of several kings and nations; so close, indeed, was the
alliance that he contracted with Alfonso, King of Galicia and
Asturias, that the [atter, when sending letters or ambassa-
dors to Charles, invariably styled himself his man. . ..

The Emperors of Constantinople [the Byzantine emperors]
sought friendship and alliance with Charles by several
embassies; and even when the Greeks [the Byzantines}
suspected him of designing to take the empire from them,
because of his assumption of the title Emperor, they made
a close allianice with him, that he might have no cause of
offense. Int fact, the power of the Franks was always viewed
with a jealous eye, whence the Greek proverb, “Have the
Frank for your friend, but not for your neighbor”

This King, who showed himself so great in extending
his empire and subduing foreign nations, and was con-

Charlemagne’s campaigns took him to many areas of
Europe. In 773, he ted his army into Italy, crushed the Lom-
bards, and took control of the Lombard state. Although his
son was crowned king of ltaly, Charlemagne was its real
ruler. Four years after his invasion of Italy, Charlemagne
and his forces advanced into northern Spain. This cam-
paign proved disappointing; not only did the Basques
harass his army as it crossed the Pyrenees on the way home,
but they also ambushed and annihilated his rear guard.

Charlemagne was considerably more successful with
his eastern campaigns into Germany, especially against the
Saxons, who had settled between the Elbe River and the
North Sea. As Finhard, Charlemagne’s biographer, re-
counted it:
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stantly occupied with plans to that end, undertook also very
many works calculated to adorn and benefit his kingdom,
and brought several of them to completion. Among these,
the most deserving of mention are the basilica of the Holy
Mother of God at Aix-la-Chapelle, built in the most admirable
manner, and a bridge over the Rhine River at Mainz, half a
mile long, the breadth of the river at this point. . .. Above
all, sacred buildings were the object of his care throughout
his whole kingdom; and whenever he found them falling

to ruin from age, he commanded the priests and fathers
who had charge of them to repair them, and made sure by
conumissioners that his instructions were obeyed. ... Thus
did Charles defend and increase as well as beautify his
kingdom. . ..

He cherlshed with the greatest fervor and devotion the
principles of the Christian refigion, which had been instilfed
into him from infancy. Hence it was that he built the beauti-
ful church at Aix-la-Chapelle, which he adorned with gold
and silver and lamps, and with rails and doors of solid brass.
He had the columns and marbles for this structure brought
from Rome and Ravenna, for he could not find such as were
suitable elsewhere, He was a constant worshiper at this
church as long as his health permitted, going morning and
evening, even after nightfall, besides attending Mass. ...

He was very forward in caring for the poor, so much
so that he not only made a point of giving in his own coun-
try and his own kingdom, but when he discovered that
there were Christians living in poverty in Syria, Egypt, and
Africa, at Jerusalem, Alexandria, and Carthage, he had com-
passion on their wants, and used to send money over the
seas to them. . . . He sent great and countless gifts to the
popes, and throughout his whole reign the wish that he
had nearest at heart was to reestablish the ancient authority
of the city of Rome under his care and by his influence, and
to defend and protect the Church of St. Peter, and to beau-
tify and enrich it out of his own store above all other
churches.

No war ever undertaken by the Frank nation was carried on
with such persistence and bitterness, or cost so much labor,
because the Saxons, like atmost all the tribes of Germany, were
a ferce people, given to the worship of devils, and hostile to
our religion, and did not considér it dishonorable to transgress
and violate alt law, human and divine.!

Charlemagne’s insistence that the Saxons convert to Chris-
tianity simply fueled their resistance. Not until 804, after
eighteen campaigns, was Saxony finally pacified and added
to the Carolingian domain,

In southeastern Germany, Charlemagne invaded the
land of the Bavarians in 787 and brought them into his
empire by the following year, an expansion that brought
him into contact with the southern Slavs and the Avars, The
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Bronze Equesirian Statue of Charlemagne. This small bronze
statue is believed to represent the emperor Chatles the Great,
although some scholars believe it is his grandson, Charles the Bald,
The figure dates from the ninth century, but the horse is a sixteenth-
century restoration. The attire on the figure accords with Einhard’s
account of how Charlemagne dressed. The imperial crown rests on
his head, 2nd in his left hand he grasps a globe, a symbol of world
power and a reminder that the power of the Roman Empire had
been renewed,

latter disappeared from history after their utter devastation
at the hands of Charlemagne’s army. Now at its height,
Charlemagne’s empire covered much of western and cen-
tral Lurope (see Map 8.1); not until the time of Napoleon
in the nineteenth century would an empire of this size be
seen again in Europe,

Governing the Empire  Charlemagne continued the efforts
of his father in organizing the Carolingian kingdom.
Because there was no system of public taxation, Charle-
magne was dependent on the royal estates for the resources
he needed to govern his empire. Food and goods derived
from these lands provided support for the king, his house-
hold staff, and officials. To keep the nobles in his service,
Charlemagne granted part of the royal fands as lifetime
holdings to nobles who assisted him.

Bestdes the household staff, the administration of
the empire depended on counts, who were the king’s chief

CHROMOLOGY  The Carolingian Empire

Pepin crowned king of the Franks 751

Reign of Charlemagne 768-814
Campaign in Raly 773-774
Campaign in Spain 778
Conguest of Bavarians 787788
Charlemagne crowned emperor 800
Final conquest of Saxoens 804

Reign of Louis the Pious 814-840

Treaty of Verdun divides Carolingian
Empire 843

representatives in local areas, although in dangerous bor-
der districts officials knoiwn as margraves (literally, mark
graf, count of the border district) were used, Counts were
members of the nobility who had already existed under the
Merovingians, They had come to control public services in
their own lands and thus acted as judges, military leaders,
and agents of the king. Gradually, as the rule of the
Merovingian kings weakened, many counts had simply
attached the royal lands and services performed on behalf
of the king to their own family possessions.

In an effort to gain greater control over his kingdom,
Charlemagne attempted to limit the power of the counts.
They were required to serve outside their own family lands
and were moved about periodically rather than being per-
mitted o remain in a county for life. By making the offices
appointive, Charlemagne tried to prevent the counts’ chil-
dren from automatically inheriting their offices. Morcover,
as another check on the counts, Charlemagne instituted the
wissi dominici (“messengers of the lord king”), two men, one
lay lord and one church official, who were sent out to local
districts to ensure that the counts were executing the king’s
wishes. The counts also had assistants, but they were mem-
bers of their households, not part of a bureaucratic office.

The last point is an important reminder that we should
not think of Carolingian government in the modern sense
of government offices run by officials committed to an
impersonal ideal of state service. The Carolingian system
was glaringly inefficient. Great distances had to be covered
on horseback, making it impossible for Charlemagne and
his household staff to exercise much supervision over local
affairs. What held the system together was personal loyalty
to a single ruler who was stronglenough to ensure loyalty
by force when necessary.

Charlemagne also realized that the Catholic church
could provide valuable assistance in governing his king-
dom, By the late seventh century, the system of ecclesias-
tical government within the Christian church that had been
created in the Late Roman Empire had largely disinte-
grated. Many church offices were not filled or were held by
grossly unqualified relatives of the royal family, Both Pepin
and his son Charlemagne took up the cause of church

BUROPEAN CIVILIZATION IN THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES, 750--1000 201
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MAP 3.1 The Carolingian Empire. Charlemagne inherited the Carolingian Empire from his
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father, Pepin, He expanded his territories in several directions, creating an empire that would not be
rivaled in size until the conquests of Napoleon in the early nineteenth century. 7] How might

Charlemagge’s holdings in northern Italy have influenced his relationship with the pope?

57 View an animated version of this map or related maps at =

reform by creating new bishoprics and archbishoprics,
restoring old ones, and seeing to it that the clergy accepted
the orders of their superiors and executed their duties.

Charlemagne as Emperor  As Charlemagne’s power grew,
so did his prestige as the most powerful Christian ruler; one
monk even wrote of his empire as the “kingdom of
Europe”” Charlemagne acquired a new title—emperor of
the Romans—in 800, but substantial controversy sui-
rounds this event, and it can only be understood within the
context of the relationship between the papacy and the
Frankish monarchs.

Already during the reign of Pepin, a growing alliance
had emerged between the kingdom of the Franks and
the papacy. The popes welcomed this support, and in the
course of the second half of the eighth century, they sev-
ered more and more of their ties with the Byzantine Empire

202 CHAPTER 8B

and drew closer to the Frankish kingdom, Charlemagne
encouraged this development. In 799, after a rebellion
against his authority, Pope Leo I (795-816) managed to
escape from Rome and flee to safety at Charlemagne’s
court. Charlemagne offered assistance, and when he went
to Rome in November 800 to settle affairs, he was received
by the pope like an emperor. On Christmas Day in 800,
after Mass, Pope Leo placed a créwn on Charlemagne’s
head and proclaimed him emperor of the Romans.

The significance of this imperial coronation has been
much debated by historians. We are not even sure whether
the pope or Charlemagne initiated the idea or whether
Charlemagne was pleased or displeased. His biographer
Einhard claimed that “at first [he] had such an aversion that
he declared that he would not have set foot in the Church
the day that {it was} conferred, although it was a great feast-
day, if he could have foreseen the design of the Pope.”
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For the most part, the revival of clas-
sical studies and the efforts to preserve
Latin culture took place in the monasteries,
many of which had been established by the
Irish and English missionaries of the sev-
enth and eighth centuries (see Chapter 7).
By the ninth century, the work required
of Benedictine monks was the copying of
manuscripts, Monasteries established scrip-
toria, or wiiting rooms, where monks cop-
ied not only the works of early Christianity,
such as the Bible and the treatises of the
church fathers, but also the works of Latin
classical authors.

Following the example of the Irish and
English monks, their Carolingian counter-
parts developed new ways of producing
books. Their texts were written on pages
made of parchment or sheepskin rather
than papyrus and then bound in covers
decorated with jewels and precious met-
als. The use of parchment made books very
expensive; an entire herd of sheep could
be required to make a Bible. (Papyrus was

no longer available because Egypt was in
Muslim hands, and the west could no

The Coronation of Charlemagne. After arebellion in 799 forced Pope Leo 1F to seek
refuge at Cherlemagne’s court, Charlemagne went to Rome to settle the affair, There,
on Christmas Day in 860, he was crowned emperor of the Romans by the pope.

This manuscript ilfustration shows Leo IH placing 2 crown on Charlemagne’s head.

But Charlemagne also perceived the usefulness of the impe-
rial title; after all, he was now on a level of equality with the
Byzantine emperor, a status he did not reject. Moreover, the
papacy now had a defender of great stature, although later
popes in the Middle Ages would become involved in fierce
struggles with emperors over who possessed the higher
power,

In any case, Charlemagne’s coronation as Roman em-
peror certainly demonstrated the strength, even after three
hundred years, of the concept of an enduring Roman
Empire. More important, it symbolized the fusion of the
Roman, Christian, and Germanic elements that constituted
the foundation of European civilization. A Germanic king
had been crowned emperor of the Romans by the spiritual
leader of western Christendom. A new civilization had
emerged,

The Carolingian Iniellectual Renewal

Charlemagne had a strong desire to revive learning in his
kingdom, an attitude that stemmed from his own intellec-
tual curiosity as well as the need to provide educated clergy
for the church and literate officials for the government. His
efforts led to a revival of learning and culture that some
historians have labeled a Carolingian Renaissance, or
“rebirth” of learning.

longer afford to import it.) Carolingian
monastic scribes also developed a new writ-
ing style called the Carolingian minuscule
(see the illustration on p. 208). This was
really hand printing rather than cursive
writing and was far easier to read than the
Merovingian script.

The production of manuscripts, some of which were
illustrated, in Carolingian monastic scriptoria was a cru-
cial factor in the preservation of the ancient legacy. About
eight thousand manuscripts survive from Carolingian
times. Virtually 90 percent of the ancient Roman works that
we have today exist because they were copied by Carolin-
gian monks.

Charlemagne persenally promoted learning by estab-
lishing a palace school and encouraging scholars from
all over Europe to come to the Carolingian court. These
included men of letters from Ttaly, Spain, Germany, and
Ireland. Best known was Alcuin, called by Einhard the
“greatest scholar of that day.” He was from the famous
school at York that was a product of the great revival of
learning in the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Northumbria.
From 782 to 796, while serving at Charlemagne’s court
as an adviser on ecclesiastical affairs, Alcuin also provided
the leadership for the palace school. He concentrated
on {eaching classical Latin and adopted Cassiodorus’
sevenfold division of knowledge known as the liberal
arts (see Chapter 7}, which became the basis for all later
medieval education, All in all, the Carolingian Renaissance
played a crucial role in keeping the classical heritage alive
as well as maintaining the intellectual life of the Catholic
church.
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