Honors Integrated European Studies Unit #1

Medieval Europe (476-1453)
Unit Description: This unit will consist of four main parts.

1. Early Medieval Europe: We will begin this unit by examining Europe after the fall of the Roman Empire. One of the first things we will look at is the spread of Christianity and its influence on the various kingdoms and beginning of the European states. We will consider questions such as: Why did the Christian religion prevail over others? What tactics and methods were used to spread it? What effect did it have on the beginnings of the makings of modern Europe? On that note we will also discuss the early Frankish empires of the Merovingians and Carolingians.

2. The High Middle Ages: During this segment of the unit we will focus on medieval life as well as the main religious and political event of the Middle Ages: The Crusades. While looking at medieval life we will study the hierarchical system of serfdom that instilled itself in Europe. Through a case study on a peasant named Cecilia Penifader, we will examine the daily life and requirements that came with this, as well as the few privileges and protections. We will also examine monastic life and role of the church in everyday medieval Europe. Finally we will turn to the Crusades and discuss what effects they had on the formation of Europe.

3. End of Medieval Europe: In the final segment of the unit we will examine the end of Medieval Europe. We will begin by looking at the rise of cities and the resulting plague. Our main focus will be to answer the questions: Why did the rise of cities occur? How did the resulting guilds, societies, and universities affect the economics and culture of the later middle ages? Next we will move to England and study the basis of the Parliamentary system and the earliest document on civil liberties, the Magna Carta. To end the unit, we will continue with the English, following them through the 100 years war and onto the resulting first balance of power in European politics and the end of the Middle Ages. 

4. Medieval Literature: While studying the history accompanying it, we will also look at parts of two pieces of Medieval literature: The Inferno, and possibly various medieval love poems. We will study common themes and elements of literature in an effort to understand and analyze the thoughts, actions, and ideas that were common at the time. We will form links to the modern era and try to discern commonalities between generations of humanity and the common threads and themes that have woven themselves within it. Furthermore, we will also improve and hone our communication skills with a variety of activities related to the text involving both analytical reading and writing.
Themes & Key Ideas:
Christianization





Monarchy
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Freedom vs. 
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1066 & 1215

Epic poem 

Literary voice

Readings:
Western Civilization text



“Clovis converts to Christ” from History of the Franks by Gregory of Tours



from The Inferno by Dante Alighieri


from A Medieval Life by J. Bennett



from The Life of Charlemange by Einhard


Summoning the Faithful to a Holy Crusade by Pope Urban II



from the Magna Carta
Projects:

1. Medieval Life: Looking at a plethora of primary sources we will consider the life of a medieval peasant, Cecilia Penifader of England (1295-1344) and its daily rewards and hardships

2. Dante’s Inferno Medieval Market: You will read pieces of Dante’s Inferno and have to comment critically on them and explain how they parallel the importance of religion and hierarchy in the Middle Ages.
Skill Development:
Understanding cause & effect




Identifying and working with primary and secondary sources




Thesis identification and development




Multiple reading and writing skills



Research and analytical analysis
