European Studies Unit #2
The Renaissance & the Age of Exploration (1304-1588)
Unit Description: This unit will consist of four main parts.
1. The Italian Renaissance: We will begin this unit by looking at the explosion of the art, literature, and culture that occurred in Italy during the 14th and 15th centuries known as the Italian “Renaissance.” We will begin by asking certain questions like why did the Renaissance occur in Italy during this time? What factors contributed to its rise and popularity? How did it change Italian life? And what lasting debts does our society have to the Italian Renaissance? We will also look at the great artists and writers of the age. Finally we will discuss what changes the Italian Renaissance brought to peasant life. 
2. The Northern Renaissance: After focusing on Italy, we will consider the spread of the Renaissance ideas to the north, most notably in England as well as nations and cities predominantly along the Baltic Sea. We will focus of the great trading circles that arose there, like the Hanseatic League. We will ask questions like: How did the Hanse effect the development of nations? And, what effect did the spread of trading and the development of the cog have on the spreading of culture and Renaissance ideas in Northern Europe.
3. The Age of Exploration: Finally we will look at how the new cultural and technological developments affect Europe as it began to explore outside of its traditional borders. We will consider the reasons for exploration and colonization as well as the effect it had on both the Europeans and the natives. To end the unit we will talk about some of the European reasons and accounts of colonization and attempt to understand some of the pitfalls that can occur by thinking historically without considering the author behind the source.
4. Macbeth: in this unit we will begin reading Shakespeare’s Macbeth in an attempt to understand not only the history and culture behind it, but also the language and how it affects meanings within the play. We will look at the plays common themes and symbols to understand the message of humanity, nature, and truth brought to us by Shakespeare. And, we will also have a look at the history behind the play and how it is a mirror of the culture of 17th century England.
Themes & Key Ideas:
Renaissance




Humanism 

Ockham’s razor
Trading Leagues
Exploration
Drama




Equivocation

   Occult


Readings:
World History: Patterns of Interaction text


Macbeth by William Shakespeare


from Two Memoirs of Renaissance Florence


from The Baltic by Alan Palmer


from The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli


A Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies by Bartolome De Las Casas
Projects:

1. Renaissance Art: I will lecture and teach how to critique art, and then you will memorize a series of Renaissance painting, understanding the importance of art and how to critique.
2. Hanseatic League Trading Game: Through a role-playing, in-class game, you, as a Hanseatic merchant will attempt to negotiate a shipments and create a lucrative trading empire. Meanwhile, Hanse cities will line their coffers with gold.
3. Macbeth journals: As we read Macbeth, you will be given a series of journal questions to answer the make you analyze the history and literature behind Shakespeare’s work. 
Skill Development:
Causation, Sourcing



Understanding art and art history



Literary and language analysis
Understanding historical biases
