Renaissance Research Project

You will write a thesis driven research paper.  A thesis-driven paper makes an arguable claim and defends it.  Do not confuse a research paper with a report:  you need to offer a thesis about your topic and then present evidence and analysis that provides support and explanation.

Directions: 

You will pick from the Renaissance prompts below on which you will: craft a research question, answer it with a thesis, create an outline that details the facts and analysis that will answer your thesis, and then write a brief research paper. 

You will have library and computer lab time to research and develop your ideas and write your paper.  You must use (i.e.: cite) at least three sources in your research – one of which must be a print source. These sources will be part of your research paper and must be formatted properly on a works cited page. 

Process: 

1. Choose a historical question, do research, and formulate a thesis explaining the prompt of your choice. You will get this approved BEFORE you start on your outline.  

Due date: _________________

2. Create a research proposal, complete with question, thesis, and paper outline. Your outline should include the facts that will support your thesis and the analysis that is necessary to connect your facts to your thesis. You should make sure to address an issue with enough research for at least a one page single spaced outline that will become a 2-3 page paper.  

Due date: _________________

3. Create a works cited page following proper MLA formatting. Your works cited page must have at least three sources – all from library sources (reference books, books, databases…). You will receive between 1-3 pts. extra credit if you successful use a primary source. The extra credit scoring will be based on quality and size of the use. 
Due date: _________________
4. Write a 2 to 3 page, MLA formatted, research paper addressing the research question you created.  

Due date: _________________  

Prompts
If you have an idea for a paper not listed in the prompts below you must submit a written proposal for approval.

1. How do you account for differences between the north and the south?

a. Religious life/spirituality of the people

b. Government structure

c. Arts/sciences

d. Literature
e. Economics/Trade/Commerce
2. Why was the impact of the Renaissance minimal in some countries? (Russia/Spain/HRE)
3. How did X aspect of the Middle Ages help usher in the Renaissance?

4. What religious and political mindsets are necessary for the Renaissance to grow/spread? 

5. What ends the Renaissance and why?

6. How does the renaissance still reflect the importance of the church to the average European?

7. What is the impact of the rise of printing on X geographic area?

8. What religious influences are found in Humanism and why? (not Christian humanism) or How was religion necessary for the rise of Humanism?
9. Were the Middle Ages really the “dark ages” as compared to the Renaissance so-called “light ages?” Why or why now?
