	Macbeth, Act 5, Scenes 1-2

Plot Summary:
1. Describe what Lady Macbeth does while she sleep walks.

2. Why won’t the gentlewoman tell the doctor what Lady Macbeth says?

3. What is the doctor’s advice?

4. Who is leading the English attack? Where do they plan on meeting Macbeth’s forces?

5. What does it mean when Angus says that Macbeth’s forces move “only in command, nothing in love?”

Quote Analysis

“Out, damned spot, out, I say! One. Two. Why then, ‘tis time to do ‘t. Hell is murky. Fie, my lord, fie a soldier and afeard? What need we fear who knows it, when none can call our power to account? Yet who would have thought the old man has so much blood in him?” (5.1.34-39)

· Explain the situation when the speaker is saying this.

· What is the “damned spot”? What does it represent?

Personal Reflection:

Despite Lady Macbeth’s best attempts to conquer them, her fears surface during her sleep. What do her sleep-walking ramblings tell us? Do you think that she is sorry for what she has done? Explain why or why not.


	Macbeth, Act 5, Scenes 3-4

Plot Summary:

1. Why does Macbeth initially disregard the reports of Malcolm and the English’s massing force?

2. What have many of the Scottish thanes done?

3. What is Macbeth’s response to his servants’ fears and reports?

4. Why is Macbeth frustrated with the doctor?

5. What is Malcolm’s plan to make his army look smaller?

Quote Analysis:

“Canst thou not minister to a mind diseased, 

Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow, 

Raze out the written troubles of the brain, 

And with some sweet oblivious antidote 

Cleanse the stuffed bosom of that perilous stuff 

Which weighs upon the heart?” (5.3.39-44)

· Who is the speaker and to whom is he speaking?

· What does the speaker want – both literally and figuratively?

· Explain the metaphor in this quote.

Personal Reflection:

What kind of leader has Macbeth become? Did you expect this from him? Why or why not?

	Macbeth, Act 5, Scenes 5-8
Plot Summary:
1. How does the third prediction come true?
2. How does Macbeth feel about the approaching attack?

3. What happens to Lady Macbeth?

4. Who is the last person that Macbeth kills?

5. How does the final prediction come true?

6. What is the resolution of the play?

Quote Analysis

Out, out brief candle!

Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player

That struts and frets his hour upon the stage

And then is heard no more.  It is a tale

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,

Signifying nothing.  (5.5.23-28)

· Explain the speaker and the situation.
· Explain the metaphor in this quote—how is it fitting for the end of the play?

Personal Reflection:

Do you think that the resolution brings catharsis (a purging of pity and fear)?  In other words, do you feel that the balance of things that was thrown off by previous events has now been set right?  Why or why not?

	


