	Macbeth, Act 1, Scene 1

Quote Analysis

“Fair is foul, and foul is fair.” (1.1.10)

Look up the words “fair” and “foul” in a dictionary or thesaurus.  Make two lists (one for each word) of synonyms.  How could something or someone be both at the same time?

Personal Reflection:

How much do you trust predictions?  Do you believe that the future can be foretold, or at least hinted at?  Why or why not?  What experience do you have that supports your opinion?
	Macbeth, Act 1, Scenes 1 & 2

(online text:  http://www.engl.uvic.ca/Faculty/ MBHomePage/ISShakespeare/Mac/Mac.TOC.html 

Plot Summary:

1. What mood do the witches introduce?

2. What is happening between the Scottish and the Norwegians?

3. What did the Thane of Cawdor do?
4. What will Macbeth receive as a result of Cawdor’s actions?
Quote Analysis:

“For brave Macbeth—well he deserves that name—“ (1.2.16)

What do the stories told by the King and the army Captain tell us about Macbeth’s character?

Personal Reflection:

How might Macbeth feel about being rewarded at someone else’s expense?

	Macbeth, Act 1, Scenes 3 & 4

Plot Summary:

1. What do the witches predict for Macbeth?  For Banquo?

2. How does Macbeth react to Ross and Angus’ news?

3. How does King Duncan greet Macbeth and Banquo?

4. What is the King’s big announcement?

5. How does Macbeth react to his news?

Quote Analysis:

…There’s no art

To find the mind’s construction in the face.

He was a gentleman on whom I built

An absolute trust.  (1.4.11-14)

--Who is speaking here?  Whom is he speaking about?

--Put this statement into your own words.  What is his attitude about trust?  What is the irony?

Personal Reflection:

Have you ever been betrayed?  What happened?  How did you feel?
	Macbeth, Act 1, Scenes 5-7

Plot Summary:

1. What is Lady Macbeth like?

2. What does she want?

3. Describe the difference between Macbeth’s attitude toward accomplishing his goal and Lady Macbeth’s attitude.

Quote Analysis:

…bear welcome in your eye,

Your hand, your tongue; look like th’innocent flower,

But be the serpent under’t.  (1.5.62-65)

--Who is offering this advice?  Who must do all these things?

--What theme does this statement touch upon? 

--How can you connect the ideas in this statement to the quote from Scenes 3 & 4 Journal Entry?

Personal Reflection:

If you cannot get what you want from a person by asking him or her, how can you get it?  Describe a time when you had to use an indirect (i.e. sneakier) method of achieving your goal.


