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11y  MEMOIRS OF RENAISSANCE FLORENCE

ter of Pagolo d’Arrigo Guglielmi, and I shall also record
the pr@mises which were made to me. May God and his
Saints grant by their grace that they be kept.

On 3% March 1393, I was betrothed to her and on Easter
Monday) 7 April, I gave her the ring. On 22 June, 2 Sun-
day, I beg gme her husband in the name of God mam good

fortune. r first cousins, Giovanni and Lionaj do di Do-

menico ,\wnwﬁvr promised that she should have a dowry of
900 gold mo,/ s and that, apart from the dowfy, she should
have the incdme on a farm in S. Fiore m\\mumm, which had
been left her }s 2 legacy by her Bognw\ﬁoabm Veronica.
It was not mnm%m at the time how much’this amounted to,
but it was undeystood that she would feceive the accounts.
We arranged dur match very simply indeed and with
scarcely any disch yssion. God mnmnw\nrmn nothing but good
may come of it. o, the 26th of that same June, I received
a payment of 800 gold florins m\mﬁa the bank of Giacomino
and Company. ThisYyas the dgWwry. I invested it in the shop
of Buonaccorso Berakdi and Kis partners, and it is recorded
here, on page 2 amo y the/ m:.omﬁw. At the same time [ re-
024& the trousseau wi nw my wife’s cousins valued at 106
florins, in the light of ;which they deducted six florins from
another account, legfingt yne the equivalent of 100 gold
florins. But from vg w\E \eard from her and what I saw
myself, they had M\S.wmﬁ lted it by 30 florins or more.
However, from :mﬂonmmy Tl s2id nothing about this.

I have not def Mwmm this do\ yry nor insured it on account
of their neglig$ snn and in ord¥r to put off paying @6 tax.

r.

thing werefto rm@@g before I m I want her to be as as-
sured as gan be of having her do Lw just as though it had
been deglared and insured. For the fault is not hers. It
turns gut that the income she is td receive comes from a
farmgn S. Fiore on the Elsa on th§ way to Pisa. It is a
nice piece of property which appareniy belonged to Pagolo
Guglielmi. Giovanni and Lionardo bdpght it from Betta’s
mgther, Monna Veronica, or rather boyght a half-share in
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it for 500 gold florins and paid a tax on this sale,
sold back their share to Monna Veronica, pa
tax, for 575 florins. These transactions arg#recorded in the
register of taxes on contracts in wmmﬁmﬁ mooq 40; 5§00, 41
and 500, 42. WhHen Monna Veronig #died in April 1391,
she left the incom¥ from this mm #n to Betta and to her
children after her.
On 26 September 1402, as, Fmone was in Florence for 2
while before leaving fdg @htalonia, and as the penalties
for evading the tax on qacts were remitted by law for

those who paid that dg¥, H amdSimone declared the dowry

The notary was Sgf Giunta Francestk
the same Septeggber, I paid 30 gold fidxas, wﬂam 3% per

OE. LorgA the blessed
, 3 October,

o four and five o’clock in the afternoon. ']
day, M uesday, at three in the m?mgooP she was buried in
outgrave at S. Spirito. May God receive her soul in His
glory. Amen.

Children, 1393

In praise, glory, honor and benediction of Almighty God,
I shall record the fruits that His grace will grant us, and
may He in His mercy vouchsafe that they be such as to
console our souls eternally, amen. On Sunday morning, 17
May 1394, Betta gave birth to a girl whom we called
Bandecca in memory of my first wife. Goro d’Andrea,
Niccolaio di Bartolommeo Niccoli, and Berardo di Buona-
corso were her sponsors.

On Friday evening, 17 March 1396, towards two o’clock
in the morning, the Lord blessed our marriage with a male
son whom we named Stagio and whom we had baptized
in the love of God on Sunday morning by Fra Simone
Bartoli of the Augustinian Hermits, my partner Nardo di
Lippo, and Sandro di Jacopo, a pauper.
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At two o’clock in the night of Monday, 12 March 1397,
Betta gave birth to our third child, a girl. We called her
after Betta’s mother, giving her the names Veronica
Gostanza, and Sandro di Jacopo baptized her in the love of
God.

At midday on Saturday, 27 April 1398, Betta gave birth
to our fourth child which was a boy. We called him Bernardo
Agostino and he was baptized the same day in the love of
God by Monna Agnola del Ciri and Monna Francesca
Aldobrandino. God grant he turn out well.

At dawn on Tuesday, 1 July 1399, Betta had our fifth
child and we baptized him in the love of God the same day,
calling him Mari Piero. The sponsors were Master Li-
onardo® and Fra Zanobi.

On Tuesday evening, 22 June 1400, Betta gave birth for
the sixth time. The child was a girl. We called her Filippa
Giovanna and she was baptized on Friday morning in the
love of God. Fra Simone Bartoli held her.

Our Lord God was pleased to take to Himself the fruits
which He had lent us, and He took first our most beloved,
Stagio, our darling and blessed first-born. He died of the
plague on the morning of Friday, 30 July 1400, in Florence
without my seeing him, for I was in the country. Master
Lionardo and Monna Ghita were with him. May God bless
him and grant that he pray for us.

On 22 August of the same year, the Divine bounty was
pleased to desire a companion for that beloved soul. God
called our son Mari to Himself and he died at eleven o’clock
on Sunday, of the plague. God grant us the grace to find
favor with Him and to bless and thank Him for all things.

On Wednesday, 13 July 1401, after midnight, the Lord
lent us a seventh child. Betta had a son who we called
Stagio Benedetto. The sponsors were Nardo di Lippo and
Domenico Benini. Divine providence was pleased to take
him back and for this too may He be thanked and praised.
The child suffered from a cough for a fortnight, and at

5 Gregorio’s brother, Lionardo Dati, was a Dominican friar, who later was
elected General of the Order.

i
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midday on 29 September, St. Michael’s Day and the Eve
of St. Jerome’s Day, passed away to Paradise. God grant
that we, when we leave this mortal life, may follow him
there.

On 5 July 1402, before the hour of terce, Betta gave
birth to our eighth child. We had him baptized straight
after terce in the love of God. His godparents were Nardo
and blind Margherita, and we called him Piero Antonio
because of Betta’s special devotion to S. Antonio. God
bless him and grant that he become a good man.

After that my wife Isabetta passed on to Paradise as is
recorded on the opposite page, and I shall have no more
children by her to list here. God be praised.

Our Creator was pleased to call to Himself the soul of
our gentle and good son Antonio. He left this life, I think,
on 2 August. For I was in great trouble and did not know
it at the time. It was in Pisa where he is buried at S.
Caterina’s.

Betta and I had eight children, five boys and three

girls. e @ @

Memo, 1394

I record that on 1 February I withdrew from the part-

./: with Buonacorso Berardi and did business o , my
own thimgyear. [ vocm:n goods and sent them to Sigg $ne in
<N~Q§m Tonn

Ang#ce more in God’s name I have formed a partner-
shigfwith Michele di Ser Parente from 1 October 1395. In
our account books, it will be reckoned as beginning on 1
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restrain my own @nmmcﬁ%nob and tendep#
bition mum shall live in freedom dﬁﬂro \ demeaning myself

vowed that 1 would never
Peild be drawn, wherein 1

mznr\ommnmm, either asking them to put or not put in Ew
narfie, but shall let them do as they think fit. If I should do
o&&.ﬁ:mﬁ I condemn myself to distribute a gold florin.

Children—1404

& a o Glory, honor and praise be to Almighty God. Continuing
from folio 5, I shall list the children which He shall in His
grace bestow on me and my wife, Ginevra.

On Sunday morning at terce, 277 April of the same year,
Ginevra gave birth to our first-born son. He was baptized
at the hour of vespers on Monday the 28th in the church
of S. Giovanni. We named him Manetto Domenico. His
sponsors in God’s love were Bartolo di Giovanni di Niccola,
Giovanni di Michelozzo, a belt-maker, and Domenico di
Deo, a goldsmith. God make him good.

At the third hour of Thursday, 19 March 1405, Ginevra
gave birth to a female child of less than seven months. She
had not realized she was pregnant, since for four months
she had been ailing as though she were not, and in the end
was unable to hold it. We baptized it at once in the church
of S. Giovanni. The sponsors were Bartolo, Monna Buona,
another lady, and the blind woman. Having thought at first
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that it was a boy, we named it Agnolo Giovanni. It died at
dawn on Sunday morning, 22 March, and was buried be-
fore the sermon.

At terce on Tuesday morning, 8 June 1406, Ginevra had
her third child, a fine full-term baby girl whom we had
baptized on Friday morning, 9 June: We christened her
Elisabetta Caterina and she will be called Lisabetta in
memory of my dead wife, Betta. The sponsors were Fra
Lorenzo, Bartolo, and the blind woman.

On 4 June 1407, a Saturday, Ginevra gave birth after a
nine-month pregnancy to a little girl whom we had bap-
tized on the evening of Tuesday the 7th. We named her
Antonia Margherita and we shall call her Antonia. Her
godfather was Nello di Ser Piero Nelli, a neighbor. God
grant her good fortune.

At terce, Sunday, 31 July 1411, Ginevra gave birth to a
very attractive baby boy whom we had baptized on 4 Au-
gust. The sponsors were my colleagues among the Stand-
ard-bearers of the Militia Companies with the exception
of two: Giorgio and Bartolomeo Fioravanti. We called
the child Niccold. God bless him. God was pleased to call
the child very shortly to Himself. He died of dysentery on
22 October at terce. May he intercede with God for us.

At terce on Sunday, 1 October 1412, Ginevra had a son
whom, from devotion to St. Jerome—since it was yesterday
that her pains began—I called Girolamo Domenico. The
sponsors were Master Bartolomeo del Carmine, Cristofano
di Francesco di Ser Giovanni, and Lappuccio di Villa, and
his son Bettino. God grant him and us health and make him
a good man.

God willed that the blessed soul of our daughter Betta
should return to Him after a long illness. She passed away
during the night between Tuesday and the first Wednesday
of Lent at four in the morning, 21 February 1414. She was
seven years and seven months, and I was sorely grieved
at her death. God grant she pray for us.

On 1 May 1415, at the hour of terce on a Wednesday,
God granted us 2 fine little boy, and I had him baptized at



128  MEMOIRS OF RENA4ISSANCE FLORENCE

four on Saturday morning. Jacopo di Francesco di Tura
and Aringhieri di Jacopo, the wool merchant, were his
godfathers. May God grant that he be healthy, wise, and
good. We named him after the two holy apostles, Jacopo
and Filippo, on whose feast day he was born and we shall
call him Filippo.

At eleven o’clock on Friday, 24 April 1416, Ginevra
gave birth to a baby girl after a painful and almost fatal
labor. The child was baptized immediately on S. Marco’s
Day, the 25th. We called her Ghita in memory of our
mother. Monna Mea di Franchino was her godmother.

Manetto died in Pisa in January 1418. He had been very
sick and was buried in S. Martino. Pippo died on 2 August
1419 in Val di Pesa in a place called Polonia. This is re-
corded in notebook B.

At two o’clock on the night following Monday 17 July,
Lisa was born. She was baptized by Master Pagolo from
Montepulciano, a preaching friar,”® on Wednesday at seven
o’clock. God console us, amen. She later died.

Altogether Ginevra and I had eleven children: four boys
and seven girls.

Memorandum—1405

To take up my record of pagg#fears from folio 7, I
served among tiewJlen on Lip#fty.’* My term began on 1
April and ran four mopss. My colleagues were Arrigo
Mazinghi, Niccolosg@ambi,~S{galdo di Lorenzo, Piero
Velluti, Nastagiggffi Benincasa, Ugitsigne Giandonati, Mi-
chele di Bangs? two artisans, and myselPN[ pleased every-
one and gg#d as rightly as I was able.

I wg® Guild Consul for the third time from 1 ~of the
samé year. With me were Zanobi di Sef Gino, Agnolo~di
Ghezzo, Noze Manetti, and Agnolo di Filippo di Ser Gio-
vanni [ Pandolfini].

** A member of the Dominican Order.

*The Ten on Liberty (Dieci di Libertd) was a magistracy whose primary
function was to settle quarrels between citizens.
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I began proceedings against Messer Giovanni Serristori
and Company on the . . . of September before the Mer-
chants’ Cqurt. I was reluctant to do this but flad no choice.
I had suffelxd grievous harm in spirit and gocket and was
likely to be rifped if I did not defend mysgft. God bring me
safely out of tiNs! The partnership withgPiero and Jacopo
Lana and Nardd\di Lippo expired on #1 December 1406.
We did not renew\ it because of thegrisks we had run in
connection with whax had happened j Spain. It is advisable
for us to lie low for A\while and wgit and pay our creditors
and put our trust in GoY. I have geached an agreement with
Piero establishing the tkne agd manner in which I must
pay him. I am to do so thryugll Bernardo who has a copy of
the agreement.

I was a Guild Consul
tember 1408, in compa

the fourth time from 1 Sep-
wixa Lapo Corsi, Chimento di
Stefano, Filippo di Gllezo, FYancesco di Messer Jacopo
Marchi, and Matteo gf Lorenzo\the goldsmith.

On 11 Novembegfi408, I set out for Valencia and Mur-
cia, and reached Murcia on 30 Degember. I travelled over-
land in the compény of Pagolo M\i and it was a difficult
journey. I left Jfurcia in May 1410 dnd delayed in Valencia
on account ofgfhe risks of both the seg and land route, due
to the war bftween ourselves and the \King'” and the Gen-
oese. In Fgpruary I finally set out and Yook ship at Barce-
lona whegte I sailed for Piombino whick I reached on 12
terce on St. Gregory’s Day and, was in Florence
on 15 Wlarch 1411.
at year 1411, there was a plague, ayd Piero Lana
That December I made an agreement with his brother
partner, Jacopo, who had been my partner too, and
wfth Piero’s sons through Dino di Messer Guccio and Ber-
#ardo and Pagolo di Vanni and Zanobi di Ser Benozzo,
who acted as intermediaries.

Our Master Lionardo was elected Father General of the
Dominican Order by the chapter, with great harmony and

¥ Rlorence’s antagonist was King Ladislaus of Naples. This war is de-
scribed in Pitti’s diary.




