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be scourged with pestilences; ines;and wars; and those which shall take
vengeance on the witch€s will be blessed By~him and will make his anger to
cease. Therefore it 4" that one accused of being a Witch ought never to be fully
acquitted and,s€t free unless the calumny of the accuserts<]
inasmuch-5 the proof of such crimes is so obscure and so diffitwlt that not one
witchin a million would be accused or punished if the procedure were gov-
ewfied by the ordinary rules.

The Frailty of Women

In 1486 two Dominicans published the Malleus Maleficiarum, a sort of handbook for
inquisitors of women witches.

From The Hammer of Witches

Why Superstition is Chiefly Found in Women.

As for the first question, why a greater number of witches is found in the
fragile feminine sex than among men; it is indeed a fact that it were idle to con-
tradict, since it is accredited by actual expérience, apart from the verbal testi-
mony of credible witnesses. And without in any way detracting from a sex in
which God has always taken great glory that His might should be spread
abroad, let us say that various men have assigned various reasons for this fact,
which nevertheless agree in principle. Wherefore it is good for the admonition
of women, to speak of this matter; and it has often been proved by experience
that they are eager to hear of it, so long as it is set forth with discretion.

For some learned men propound this reason; that there are three things in
nature, the Tongue, an Ecclesiastic, and a Woman, which know no moderation
in goodness or vice; and when they exceed the bounds of their condition they
reach the greatest heights and the lowest depths of goodness and vice. . . .

Others again have propounded other reasons why there are more supersti-
tious women found than men. And the first is, that they are more credulous; and
since the chief aim of the devil is to corrupt faith, therefore he rather attacks
them. See Ecclesiasticus xix: He that is quick to believe is light-minded, and shall
be diminished. The second reason is, that women are naturally more impres-
sionable, and more ready to receive the influence of a disembodied spirit; and
that when they use this quality well they are very good, but when they use itill
they are very evil.

The third reason is that they have slippery tongues, and are unable to con-
ceal from their fellow-women those things which by evil arts they know, and,

From Malleus Maleficiarum, M. Summers, trans. (London: John Rodker, 1928), pp. 41-44.
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since they are weak, they find an easy and secret manner of vindicating them-
selves by witchcraft. See Ecclesiasticus as quoted above: I had rather dwell with
a lion and a dragon than to keep house with a wicked woman. All wickedness
isbutlittle to the wickedness of a woman. And to this may be added that, as they
are very impressionable, they act accordingly.

There are also others who bring forward yet other reasons, of which preach-
ers should be very careful how they make use. For it is true that in the Old Tes-
tament the Scriptures have much that is evil to say about women, and this be-
cause of the first temptress, Eve, and her imitators; yet afterwards in the New
Testament we find a change of name, as from Eva to Ave (as S. Jerome says), and
the whole sin of Eve taken away by the benediction of Mary. Therefore preach-
ers should always say as much praise of them as possible. '

But because in these times this perfidy is more often found in women than
in men, as we learn by actual experience, if anyone is curious as to the reason,
wemay add to what has already been said the following: that since they are fee-
bler both in mind and body, it is not surprising that they should come more un-
der the spell of witchcraft.

During the centuries of persecution many thousands of persons in many parts of Europe—most
of them women—confessed to offenses like the following ones. Often the confessions were made
under torture; sometimes they were given voluntarily.

Francoise Secretain confessed in 1598 under threat of torture after having been accused by an
eight-year-old child, Loyse Maillat. (Frangoise was condemned to death by burning but died in
prison before the sentence was carried out.)

Confession of Frangoise Secrefain (1598)

First, that she had wished five devils on Loyse Maillat.

Second, that she had long since given herself to the Devil, who at that time
had the likeness of a big black man.

Third, that the Devil had four or five times known her carnally, in the form
sometimes of a dog, sometimes of a cat, and sometimes of a fowl; and that his
semen was very cold.

Fourth, that she had countless times been to the Sabbat and assembly of
witches near the village of Coyrieres in a place called Combes by the water; and
that she went there on a white staff which she placed between her legs.

Fifth, that at the Sabbat she had danced, and had beaten water to cause hail.

Sixth, that she and Groz-Jacques Bocquet had caused Loys Monneret to die
by making her eat a piece of bread which they had dusted with a powder given
to them by the Devil.

Seventh, that she had caused several cows to die, and that she did so by
touching them with her hand or with a wand while saying certain words.

Another example comes from sixteenth-century Scotland.

From Henry Boguet, An Examen of Witches, M. Summers, ed. (London: John Rodker, 1929), p. 5.
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Trial of Geillis Duncane (1591)

Within the towne of Trenent, in the kingdome of Scotland, there dwelleth
one David Seaton, who, being deputie bailiffe in the said towne, had a maid
called Geillis Duncane, who used secretlie to absent and lie forth of hir maister’s
house every other night: This Geillis Duncane tooke in hand all such as were
troubled or grieved with anie kinde of sicknes or infirmitie, and in short space
did perfourme many matters most miraculous; which things, for asmuche as
she began to do them upon a sodaine, having never done the like before, made
her maister and others to be in great admiration, and wondered thereat: by
meanes whereof, the saide David Seaton had his maide in great suspition that
shee did not those things by naturall and lawfull waies, but rather supposed it
to bee done by some extraordinarie and unlawfull meanes. Whereupon, her
maister began to grow verie inquisitive, and examined hir which way and by
what meanes shee was able to performe matters of so great importance; whereat
shee gave him no aunswere: nevertheless, her maister, to the intent that hee
might the better trie and finde out the truth of the same, did with the help of oth-
ers torment her with the torture of the pilliwinkles3 upon her fingers, which is a
grievous torture; and binding or wrinching her head with a cord or roape, which
is a most cruell torment also; yet would she not confess anie thing; whereuppon,
they suspecting that she had beene marked by the Devill (as commonly witches
are), made diligent search about her, and found the enemies mark to be in her
fore crag, or fore part of her throate; which being found, she confessed that al
her doings was done by the wicked allurements and entisements of the Devil,
and that she did them by witchcraft. After this her confession, she was commit-
ted to prison, where shee continued a season, where immediately shee accused
these persons following to bee notorious witches, and caused them forthwith to
be apprehended, one after another, viz. Agnes Sampson the eldest witche of
them all, dwelling in Haddington; Agnes Tompson of Edenbrough; Doctor Fian
alias John Cuningham, master of the schoole at Saltpans in Lowthian, of whose
life and strange acts you shal heare more largely in the end of this discourse.
These were by the saide Geillis Duncane accused, as also George Motts wife,
dwelling in Lowthian; Robert Grierson, skipper; and Jannet Blandilands; with
the potter’s wife of Seaton: the smith at the Brigge Hallis, with innumerable oth-
ers in those parts, and dwelling in those bounds aforesaid; of whom some are
alreadie executed, the rest remaine in prison to receive the doome of judgement
at the Kinges Majesties will and pleasure.

From Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials in Scotland in G. L. Bury, University of Pennsylvania Translations and
Reprinis (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1897), Vol. 3, No. 4, Pp- 19-20.
®An instrument of torture similar to the thumbscrews later in use.




