The Reformation: Terms to know
Canon Law – the law of the church which could protect various people (see religious protection).
Canonical – having to do with a canon, or authoritative set of works. In this case we are talking about the religious canon, which is the Bible, various Papal decrees and other Holy Scripture.
Clergy – Members of the church who have taken religious orders (monks, nuns, priests, bishops, cardinals, the Pope, etc.).
Cuius regio eius religio – literally translated from Latin, “whose leader, their religion” it is the idea that the leader of a given state is the one who decides the state’s religion because his people will follow whatever religion he chooses. Thus, during the Reformation it was most important to convert the leader and have the people follow. We now know today that this did not really happen in the Reformation, nor did it work.
Eucharist – another word for the Christian ritual known as communion.

Excommunication – the act of kicking someone out of the Catholic Church, a practice that could be done by any member of the clergy, but was usually done by the Pope. It was usually reserved for two types of people: 1.) heretics or 2.) kings who were currently in the process of bickering with the Pope. It was believed at the time that if you died while excommunicated you would go to hell. And, yes, someone who is excommunicated can have their sins forgiven and come back into the church.

Heresy – religious beliefs that go against the view of the church, even if they still align somewhat with the original teaching of Christianity. One who spouts off heresy is a heretic, the punishment for which is “death without bloodshed,” usually meaning burning or drowning. Since the church could not legally take a life, what it would do was try someone for heresy, and if they were found guilty they would stop protecting them and turn them over to the civil authorities to do what they will (i.e. execute them).

Holy See; Apostolic See – other words for where the Pope is living, as well as the territories he has control over.
Laity – any member of the church who is not part of the clergy (see clergy).
Lay Investiture – the idea that members of the laity (see laity) in high positions (like kings) can, within their own borders, appoint people to various high positions within the clergy such as cardinal and bishop. This was the cause of the first major rift between church and state.
Indulgences – a practice, which took place within the Catholic Church, of allowing people to buy forgiveness for their sins rather than actually asking to be forgiven. The amount of forgiveness depended on the amount of money given, with large sums even promising the forgiveness of a Papal assassination.

Intermediary – one who acts as a go between for two other people or things. In this context it was Catholic priests intermediating between the people and God. This meant that to do anything religious you had to go through the church. This ended up giving the church tons of power not only in the religious sphere but also in the social and political ones.

Papal Bull ​– an official decree made by the Pope. It could be about religion or politics or both.
Pontiff; Apostolic Lord – other words for the “Pope.”
Reformation – the reform of a long standing institution, in this case the Catholic Church. Note that reform can also mean split, splintering, and breaking off as well as internal reform.

Religious protection (also known as religious mercy, sanctuary and several other things) – The idea that someone who is accused of a crime cannot be taken from a place of worship and tried in civil courts—that is you cannot be dragged out of a church, tried, and executed. Nor can anyone be touched by civil authorities if they have the protection of the Pope. Needless to say people would either hide out in churches or bribe the Pope for protection. If one was found guilty of heresy, the Pope would simply stop protecting them, allowing civil authorities to condemn them (see heresy).
Schismatic – one who breaks their ties with an established institution to either establish ties with a new, similar one, or begin their own. In the case of the Church, anyone who is not Catholic is considered a schismatic by Catholics. This includes the Reformation, but also early breaks from the Church, like the rift between Rome and Constantinople, and later the rifts between Rome and the various Eastern Orthodox churches like those of Greece or Russia.
Tithe – a tax, usually 10%, of ones income paid to the church. Nowadays tithing is optional, back then it was required and if you did not do it, they would haul you into court and make you do it.
Transubstantiation – the idea that during the Eucharist, the bread and wine that are blessed are literally transformed into the actual body and blood of Jesus of Nazareth.
