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qnts’ uprising,

fowred was an egalitarian social revolution
of 3qciety and the legitimate property rights of the lords and clergy. He

Martin Luther criticized the Twelve Articles, opposing what hg

that threatened the hierarchical orger
ged

peaceful resolution of the crisis, pointing out the just grievances of the pegsants.

Peace to the Christidxy reader and the grace of God
through Christ:

There are many evil Witings puc forth of late
which take occasion, on account of the assem-
bling of the peasants, to &gst scorn upon the
Gospel, saying: “Is this the\fruit of the new
teaching, that no one should obyy but all should
everywhere rise in revolt, and rul together to
reform, or perhaps destroy entirely, he authori-
ties, both ecclesiastical and lay?” Tke articles
below shall answer these godless and riminal
fault-finders, and serve, in the first place)o re-
move the reproach from the word of God and, in
¢he second place, to give a Christian excuse ¥or
che disobedience or even the revolt of the entirk

Peasantry. . . .

T'be Second Article  According as the just tighe [a
tax paid in grain} is established by the Olg/ Testa-
ment and fulfilled in the New, we are dady and
willing to pay the fair riche of grain. Phe word of
God plainly provides that in giving ... to God
and discributing to his people tjfe services ofa
pastor are required. We will thae for the future
our church provost [manage of a feudal estatel,
whomsoever the communigy may appoint, shall
gather and receive this tjfhe. From this he shall
give to the pastor, elecyéd by the whole commu-
nity, a decent and sufficient maintenance for him
2and his, as shall seefh right to the whole commu-~
nity. . . . The smad tithes,* whether ecclesiastical
or lay, we will/not pay at all, for the Lord God
created catcl for the free use of man. We will
not, therefére, pay farcher an unseemly tithe
which is 4f man’s invention.

#T}fhc is, cithes of other products than the staple crops—for
eaAmple, tithes of pigs or lambs.

“The Third Article Tt has beed the custom hitherto
for men to hold us as theigown propesty, which is
pitiable enough, considgfing that Christ has de-
livered and redeemed ys all, without exception, by
the shedding of hig/precious blood, the lowly as
well as the great. fccordingly it is consistent with
Scripture that e should be free and should wish
t0 be so. Not that we would wish to be absolutely
free and undér no authority. God does not teach us
that we sibuld lead a disorderly life in the lusts of
the fesk{, but that we should love the Lord our
God #hd our neighbor. We would gladly observe
all fhis as God has commanded us in the celebra-
tibn of the communion. He has not commanded
A1s not to obey the authorities, but rather that we
should be humble, not only towards those in an-
thority, but towards every one. We are thus ready
oy yield obedience according to God's law to our
eledted and regular authorities in all proper things
becolging to a Christian. We therefore take it for
granted, that you will release us from serfdom as
crue Chri\tians, unless it should be shown us from
the gospel ¥hat we are serfs. . . .

The Tenth Artich In the tenth place, we are ag-
grieved by the ap propriation by individuals of
meadows and fields\which at one time belonged
to0 a community. Thése we will take again into
our own hands. It may, Rowever, happen that the
tand was rightfully purbased, but when the
land has unfortunately bee purchased in this
way, some brotherly arranggment should be
made according to Circumsrancsg.

The Eleventh Article In the elevehh place, we
will entirely abolish the due called, heriot, {a
death tax], and will no longer endure Y, nor al-
low widows and orphans to be thus shak efully
robbed against God’s will. . . .
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Martin Luther

AGAINST THE PEASANTS

When in the spring of 1525 the peasants finally took up arms against their

rial lords, they were joined by the lower-class artisans and workers li1 My
towns. Ig a pamphlet entitled Against the Thievish, Murderous H orde\s of P: ma?y
Luther reacted sternly, urging the princes to repress the rebels with every‘s:;lresr’

at their command.

. .. They are starting a rebellion, and are violently
robbing and plundering monasteries and castles
which are not theirs; by this they have doubly de-
served death in body and soul as highwaymen
and murdérers. Furthermore, anyone who can be
proved to be a seditious person is an outlaw be-
fore God and the emperor; and whoever is the
Ijirst to put him to death does right and well. For
1'f a man is in open rebellion, everyone is both his
judge and his executioner; just as when a fire
starts, the first man who can put it out is the best
man to do the job. For rebellion is not just simple
mutder; it is like a great fire, which arracks and
de.vastates a whole land. Thus rebellion brings

wath it a land filled with murder and bloodshed;

it makes widows and orphans, and turns every-

thing upside down, like the worst disaster.

Therefore let everyone who can, smite, slay, and

§tab, secretly or openly, remembering that noth-

ing can be more poisonous, hurtful, or devilish

than a rebel. It is just as when one must kill a
mad dog; if you do not strike him, he will strike
you, and a whole land with you.

It does not help the peasants when they pretend
that according to Genesis 1 and 2 all things were
created free and common, and that all of us alike
have been baptized. For under the Nevy Testament
Moses does not count; for there stands our Master’
Christ, and subjects us, along with our bodies anci
our property, to the emperor and the law of this
world, when he says, “Render to Caesar the things
.that are Caesar’s” (Luke 20:25). Paul, too, speaking
in Romang 12 (13:1) to all baptized Christians,

says, “Let every person be subject to the governing
authorities.” And Peter says, “Be subject to every
o.rdinance of man” (I Pet. 2:13). We are bound to
live according to this teaching of Christ, as the Fa-
ther commands from heaven, saying, “This is my
beloved Son, listen to him” (Matc. 17:5).

For baptism does not make men free in body
and property, but in soul; and the gospel does
not make goods common, except in the case of
those who, of their own free will,'do whart the
apostles and disciples did in Acts 4 (:32-37).
Tliey did not demand, as do our insane peasants
in their raging, that the goods of others—of Pi-
late. and Herod—should be common, but only
their own goods. Our peasants, however, want
to make the goods of other men common, and
keep their own for themselves. Fine Christians
they are! I think there is not a devil left in hell;
they have all gone into the peasancs, Their rav:
ing has gone beyond all measure. . . .

L Iwill not oppose a ruler who, even though
he does not tolerate the gospel, will smite and
punish these peasants without first offering to
s'ubmit the case to judgment. He is within his
rights, since the peasants are not contending any
Ionger for the gospel, but have become faithless,
perjured, disobedient, rebellious murderers, rob-’
bers, and blasphemers, whom even a heathen
ruler has the right and authority to punish. In-
deed, it is his duty to punish such scoundrels, for
this is why he bears the sword and is “the ser\’rant

of God to execute his wrath on the wrongdoer,”
Romans 13 (:4). ,
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Explain the revolurionary potential of the Scriptures as they were interpreted by
the poor and oppressed German peasants.
2. How did Martin Luther use the Scriptures to respond to the peasants’ claims?

4

—r—

Luther and the Jews

Initially, Luther hoped to attract Jews to his vision of reformed Christianity. In
That Jesus Was Born a_Jew (1523), the young Luther expressed sympathy for Jew-
ish sufferings and denounced persecution as a barrier to conversion. He declared,
“I hope that if one deals in a kindly way with the Jews and instructs them care-
fully from the Holy Scripture, many of them will become genuine Christians. . ..
We [Christians] are aliens and in-laws; they are blood relatives, cousins, and
brothers of our Lord.” When the Jews did nor abandon their faith, however,
Luther launched a diatribe against them.

Martin Luther
ON THE JEWS AND THEIR LIES

1n On the Jews and Their Lies (1543), Martin Luther accepted at face value hateful
medieval myths about the Jews: that they engaged in sorcery and magic, poisoned
the wells of Christians, desecrated the Bucharistic host, and ritually murdered
Christian children. In the concluding section, excerpted here, Luther advises civil
and clerical authorities to treat the Jews harshly. The authorities did not heed
Luther’s proposals to raze synagogues and homes-—although some anti-Jewish
measures were introduced—and for several centuries Lutheran theologians paid lit-
tle mind to Luther’s anti-Judaism. In the late nineteenth century, German national-
ists revived Luther’s treatise and the Nazis gleefully circulated his words as an

authoritative endorsement of their anti-Semitic ideology.!

... {DJear Christian, be on your guard against
the Jews, who, as you discover here, are con-
signed by the wrath of God to the devil, who has
not only robbed them of a proper understanding
of Scripture, but also of ordinary human reason,

In 1994 the Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran
Chucch in America acknowledged “with pain . .. Luther's
anti-Judaic diatribes and violent recommendations. ..
against Jews. . . . [W]e reject this violent invective, and yer
more do we express our deep and abiding sorrow over its
cragic effects on subsequent generations. I concert with
the Lutheran World Federation, we particularly deplore the
appropriation of Luther’s words by modern antisemites for
the teaching of hatred toward Judaism or toward Jewish
people in our day.”

shame, and sense, and only works mischief with
Holy Scriptures through them. Therefore they
cannot be trusted and believed in any other
matter either, even though a truthful word
may drop from their lips occasionally. For any-
one who dares to juggle the awesome word of
God so frivolously and shamefully . . . cannot
have a good spirit dwelling in him. Therefore,
wherever you see a genuine Jew, you may wich a
good conscience cross yourself and bluntly say:
“There goes a devil incarnate.” . . .

... [Dlear Christian, be advised and do not
doubt that next to the devil, you have no more
bitter, venomous, and vehement foe than a real

Jew who earnestly seeks to be a Jew. . . . There-
fore the history books often accuse them of con-
raminating wells, of kidnaping and piercing
children, as for example at Trent, Weissensee,
ecc. Theyr of course, deny this. Whether it is
true or not, I do know that they do not lack the
complete, full, and ready will to do such things
either secretly or openly where possible. This
you can assuredly expect from them, and you
must govern yourself accordingly. . . .

... [Ttheir own vile external life...
abounds with witchcraft, conjuring signs, fig-
ures, . . . idolatry, envy, and conceit. Moreover,
they are nothing but thieves and robbers who
daily ear no morsel and wear no thread of cloth-
ing which they have not stolen and pilfered
from us by means of their accursed usury. Thus
they live from day to day, together with wife and
child, by theft and robbery, as archthieves and
robbers, in the most impenirtent security. . . .

But for us Christians they stand as a terrify-
ing example of God’s wrath. ... The example
of the Jews demonstrates clearly how easily the
devil can mislead people, after they once have
digressed from the proper undetstanding of
Scripture, into such blindness and darkness that
it can be readily grasped and perceived simply
by natural reason, yes, even by irrational beasts.
And yet they who daily teach and hear God’s
word do not recognize this darkness but regard
it as the true light. O Lord God, have mercy on
ust...

... It serves them right thart, rejecting the
cruth of God, they have to believe instead such
abominable, stupid, inane lies, and that instead
of the beautiful face of the divine word, they
have to look into the devil’s black, dark, lying
behind, and worship his steach. . . .

... [The Jews wish to] lay their hands on the
land, the goods, and the government of the
whole world. . . . And now a storm breaks over
us with curses, defamation, and derision that
cannot be expressed with words. They wish that
sword and war, distress and every misfortune
may overtake us accursed Goyim. They vent
their curzes on us openly every Saturday in cheir
synagogues and daily in their homes. They
teach, urge, and train their children from in-

Chapter 10 The Reformation 321

fancy to remain the bitter, virulenr, and wrath-
ful enemies of the Christians. . . .

...They have been bloodthirsty blood-
hounds and murderers of all Christendom for
more than fourteen hundred years in their in-
tentions, and would undoubtedly prefer co be
such with their deeds. Thus they have been ac-
cused® of poisoning water and wells, of kidnap-
ing children, of piercing them through with an
awl, of hacking them in pieces, and in that way
secretly cooling their wrath with the blood of
Christians, for all of which they have often been
condemned to death by fire. . . .

.. . Furthermore, we do not know to the pre-
sent day which devil brought them into our
country. We surely did not bring them from
Jerusalem. . . . For they are a heavy burden,”a
plague, a pestilence, a sheer misfortune for our
country. Proof for this is found in the fact that
they have often been expelled forcibly from a
countty. . . .

What shall”we Christians do with this re-
jected and condemned people, the Jews? Since
they live among us, we dare not tolerate their
conduct, now that we are aware of their lying
and reviling and blaspheming. If we do, we be-
come sharers in their lies, cursing, and blas-
phemy. . . . I shall give you my sincere advice:

First, to set fire to their synagogues or schools
and to bury and cover with dirt whatever will
not burn, so that no man will ever again see a
stone or cinder of them. This is to be done in
honor of our Lord and of Christendom, so that
God might see that we are Christians, and do
not condone ot knowingly tolerate such public
lying, cursing, and blaspheming of his Son and
of his Christians. . . .

Second, I advise that their houses also be
razed and destroyed. For they pu.ésue in them
the same aims as in their synagogues. Instead

#The element of caution in Lucher’s phraseology here per-
haps indicates some awareness on his part of the unsup-
ported character of such accusations. In 1510, for example,
chirty-eight Jews had been execucted in Betlin ona charge of
desecration of the host. In 1539, however, in the contéke
of a debate on policy toward the Jews at the assembly of
Protestant estates ac Frankfure, Philip Melanchchon pre-
sented convincing evidence that they had been innocent.
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they might be lodged under a roof or in a barn,
like the gypsies. This will bring home to them
the fact that they are not masters in our country,
as they boast, bur that they are living in exile
and in captivity, as they incessantly wail and
lament about us before God.

Third, I advise that all their prayer books and
Talmudic wrirings, in which such idolatry, lies,
cursing, and blasphemy are taught, be raken
from them.

Fourth, I advise that ctheir rabbis be forbidden
to teach henceforth on pain of loss of life and
limb. . ..

Fifth, I advise that safe-conduct on the high-
ways be abolished completely for the Jews. For
they have no business in the countryside, since
they are not lords, officials, tradesmen, or the
like. Let them stay at home. . . .

REVIEW QUESTIONS

Sixth, I advise that usury be prohibited to
them, and thart all cash and treasure of silver
and gold be taken from them and puc aside
for safekeeping. The reason for such a measure
is that, as said above, they have no other means
of earning a livelihood than usury, and by it
they have stolen and robbed from us all they
possess.

In brief, dear princes and lords, those of you
who have Jews under your rule—if my counsel
does not please you, find betrer advice, so that
you and we all can be rid of the unbearable dev-
ilish burden of the Jews, lest we become guilty
sharers before God in the lies, the blasphemy, the
defamation, and the curses which the mad Jews
indulge in so freely and wantonly against the
person of our Lord Jesus Christ, his dear mocher,
all Christians, all authority, and ourselves.

1. What factors seemed to motivate Martin Lurher's actack against the Jews?
2. What steps did Lucher advocate to reduce the role of the Jews in German society?

The Calvinist Reformation

Chapter 10 The Reformation

Geneva and of many reformed Protestants elsewhere until his death. Calvinism
was especially influential in England and Scotland, giving rise to the Puritan
ovement in seventeenth-century England and the Presbyterian churches i
sotland and Ireland. Both of these religious traditions exercised great influghce
on Yhe settlers of the English colonies in North America.

John €alvin .
THE INSTITUTES OF THE
CHRISTIAN RELIGION

One doctrine that assymed greater and greater importancedn the four separate re-
vised editions of Calvils Institutes was predestination: the belief that each per-
son’s salvation or damnhtion was already decided bffore birth. This doctrine
raised a question about whether Christ offered salvafion for all human beings or
only for the elect—a chosen few who were predesylned to be saved by God’s sov-
ereign will. Some argued thar the latter interpretgtion, one strongly articulated by
Saint Augustine, implied that GO{ was a tyragd who created human beings to be
damned and that they were not freg to acquife salvation by faith. In effect, salva-
tion and damnation were foreordaindd. To/many Christians, this doctrine dimin-
ished the justice and mercy of God, Mge.meaningless the idea of freedom of
choice in the process of salvation, and gfNpped good works of any role in gaining
salvation. In the following excerpt (fpbm Tbe Institutes of the Christian Religion),
Calvin offered his definition of predéstinatior\and cited Saint Paul as an authority.

W

Wl

The covenant of life is not preached equAlly roall, terms, b some are preordained to eternal life,

cepted Protestant reforqus. There he composed a summgz
he Christian Religion, wiich was to be revised four
times before his death. WritteiNo the elegant Lagid{ style favored by humanists, the

of Geneva asked Calvin
xechism, and rules for

oHanged again; Calvin was recalled, and his recommendations for a new g
ment for the church were put into law. He remained the spiritual leader of

and among those to whom it is prgached, does
not always meet with the same rgception. This
diversity displays the unsearchaffle depth of the
divine judgraent, and is withgit doubt subordi-
nate to God's purpose of eteral election. But if it
is plainly owing to the megt pleasure of God that
salvation is spontaneous)f offered to some, while
others have no acces/to it, great and difficulc
questions immediatgy arise, questions which are
inexplicable, wheg/just views are nof enterrained
concerning elecyfon and predestinacion. To many
this seems a ferplexing subject, because they
deem it mogf incongruous that of the great body
of mankigd some should be predestinated to sal-
vation, ghd others to destruction. . . .

By predestination we mean the eternal -

decpée of God, by which he determined with
hifnself whatever he wished to happen with re-
gard to every man. All are not created on equal

others to etgrnal damnation; and, accordingly, as
each has beel created for one or other of these
ends, we say that he has been predestinated to
life or vo death. . -
... We say, then\ that Scripture clearly proves
this much, that Go¥ by his eternal and im-
murable counsel detertgined once for all those
whom it was _his pleasury one day to admit to
salvation, and those whom, ®n the other hand, it
was his pleasure to doom td\ destruction. We
maintain that cthis counsel, as fygards the elect,
is founded on his free mercy, withour any re-
spect to human worth, while thod¢ whom he
dooms to destruction are excluded figm access
ro life by a just and blameless, bur at the same
time incomprehensible judgment. In reghed to
the elect, we regard calling as the evidencg of
election, and justification as another symbol }f
its manifestation, until it is fully accomplished
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