Honors European History Unit #3

The Reformation (1517-1648)
Unit Description: This unit will consist of four main parts.

1. Schisms before the Reformation: To begin this unit we will study the history and gradual erosion of ecclesiastical power during the Middle Ages and Renaissance. We will attempt to understand how church and state became intertwined and why the marriage slowly splintered. We will also orient ourselves as to the state of the two on the eve of the Reformation.

2. The Reformation on the continent: In this segment of the unit we will look at Martin Luther and his complaints against the church. We will study his philosophy and attempt to understand why he was successful when someone like Jan Hus failed. We will also look at John Calvin, the Anabaptists, and other successful and unsuccessful attempts to split from the church. Finally we will consider the Reformation through the most religious tolerant country at that time: The Polish-Lithuania Commonwealth. 

3. The Counter Reformation: In this brief segment of the unit will look at the Catholic response to the Reformation. We will study official church responses, like the Council of Trent; important figures, like Ignatius Loyola; and orders, like the Jesuits, and their effects on the society during the Reformation. We will also look at political responses both internally and internationally. 

4. The Reformation in England: In this segment of the unit, we will study England’s attempt to break away from the Catholic Church. We will look at the Tudor monarchy—particularly Henry VIII and Elizabeth I—to try and understand the nature of events in England at that time. We will attempt to answer exactly why England’s Renaissance and Reformation coincided, what effect that had at the time, and what effect it had on Anglo influence in the future. 

Themes & Key Ideas:
Schismatics





Lay Investiture 

 



Puritanism 

                                                Protestant 

95 Theses

Papal Indulgences

Transubstantiation

Church of England




Catholic

    Religious tolerance




Predestination
                Intermediary

Readings:
World History: Patterns of Interaction text



from The Reformation by P. Collinson


“Religious Tolerance in Lithuania” by P. Doran


from The Crisis of Church and State by B. Tierney


from 95 Theses by M. Luther


from Divided by Faith by B. Kaplan
“Speech to the troops at Tilbury” by Elizabeth I

Projects:

1. Church and State: To understand the medieval views of religion and government we will look at the history and effects of the separation of church and state—how and why the pair slowly started to drift apart—by looking at letters from Kings to Popes and vice versa. 

2. Reformation paper: You will pick an issue with church and state in the Reformation that had a major impact on history. You will research the history, write a thesis, and culminate it in a paper—your major historical paper for 1st semester.

3. Elizabeth: We will watch the movie Elizabeth in class, and at the end of it you will have to write a review about both the quality of the movie and its historical accuracy.

Skill Development:
Causation




Thesis writing




Sourcing & historical biases 

