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Circle Eight: Bolgia Three


The Simoniacs
…
22  
Out from the mouth of each hole there emerged 




23  
a sinner's feet and so much of his legs 




24  
up to the thigh; the rest remained within. 




 




25  
Both soles of every sinner were on fire; 




26  
their joints were writhing with such violence, 




27  
they would have severed withes and ropes of grass. 




 




28  
As flame on oily things will only stir 




29  
along the outer surface, so there, too, 




30  
that fire made its way from heels to toes. 




 




31  
Master, I said, who is that shade who suffers 




32  
and quivers more than all his other comrades, 




33  
that sinner who is licked by redder flames? 




 




34  
And he to me: If you would have me lead 




35  
you down along the steepest of the banks, 




36  
from him you'll learn about his self and sins. 




 




37  
And I: What pleases you will please me too: 




38  
you are my lord; you know I do not swerve 




39  
from what you will, you know what is unspoken. 




 




40  
At this we came upon the fourth embankment; 




41  
we turned and, keeping to the left, descended 




42  
into the narrow, perforated bottom. 




 




43  
My good lord did not let me leave his side 




44  
until he'd brought me to the hole that held 




45  
that sinner who lamented with his legs. 




 




46  
Whoever you may be, dejected soul, 




47  
whose head is downward, planted like a pole, 




48  
my words began, do speak if you are able. 




 




49  
I stood as does the friar who confesses 




50  
the foul assassin who, fixed fast, head down, 




51  
calls back the friar, and so delays his death; 




 




52  
and he cried out: Are you already standing, 




53  
already standing there, o Boniface? 




54  
The book has lied to me by several years. 




 




55  
Are you so quickly sated with the riches 




56  
for which you did not fear to take by guile 




57  
the Lovely Lady, then to violate her? 




 




58  
And I became like those who stand as if 




59  
they have been mocked, who cannot understand 




60  
what has been said to them and can't respond. 




 




61  
But Virgil said: Tell this to him at once: 




62  
'I am not he not whom you think I am.' 




63  
And I replied as I was told to do. 




 




64  
At this the spirit twisted both his feet, 




65  
and sighing and with a despairing voice, 




66  
he said: What is it, then, you want of me? 




 




67  
If you have crossed the bank and climbed so far 




68  
to find out who I am, then know that I 




69  
was one of those who wore the mighty mantle, 




 




70  
and surely was a son of the she-bear, 




71  
so eager to advance the cubs that I 




72  
pursed wealth above while here I purse myself. 




 




73  
Below my head there is the place of those 




74  
who took the way of simony before me; 




75  
and they are stuffed within the clefts of stone. 




 




76  
I, too, shall yield my place and fall below 




77  
when he arrives, the one for whom I had 




78  
mistaken you when I was quick to question. 




 




79  
But I have baked my feet a longer time, 




80  
have stood like this, upon my head, than he 




81  
is to stand planted here with scarlet feet: 




 




82  
for after him, one uglier in deeds 




83  
will come, a lawless shepherd from the west, 




84  
worthy to cover him and cover me. 




 




85  
He'll be a second Jason, of whom we read 




86  
in Maccabees; and just as Jason's king 




87  
was soft to him, so shall the king of France 




 




88  
be soft to this one. And I do not know 




89  
if I was too rash here I answered so: 




90  
Then tell me now, how much gold did our Lord 




 




91  
ask that Saint Peter give to him before 




92  
he placed the keys within his care? Surely 




93  
the only thing he said was: 'Follow me.' 




 




94  
And Peter and the others never asked 




95  
for gold or silver when they chose Matthias 




96  
to take the place of the transgressing soul. 




 




97  
Stay as you are, for you are rightly punished 




98  
and guard with care the money got by evil 




99  
that made you so audacious against Charles. 




 




100  
And were it not that I am still prevented 




101  
by reverence for those exalted keys 




102  
that you had held within the happy life, 




 




103  
I'd utter words much heavier than these, 




104  
because your avarice afflicts the world: 




105  
it tramples on the good, lifts up the wicked. 




 




106  
You, shepherds, the Evangelist had noticed 




107  
when he saw her who sits upon the waters 




108  
and realized she fornicates with kings, 




 




109  
she who was born with seven heads and had 




110  
the power and support of the ten horns, 




111  
as long as virtue was her husband's pleasure. 




 




112  
You've made yourselves a god of gold and silver; 




113  
how are you different from idolaters, 




114  
save that they worship one and you a hundred? 




 




115  
Ah, Constantine, what wickedness was born 




116  
and not from your conversion from the dower 




117  
that you bestowed upon the first rich father! 




 




118  
And while I sang such notes to him whether 




119  
it was his indignation or his conscience 




120  
that bit him he kicked hard with both his soles.

….

Close Reading Questions

1. How are these sinners punished?

2. Lines 31-33: What does Dante notice about one of the sinners?

3. Lines 52-54: Who does the sinner think Dante is?

4. Lines 61-63: What does Virgil tell Dante to say?

5. Lines 67-72: How does the sinner describe himself?

6. What is “the way of simony”? (Lines 74)

7. Lines 76-78: Who is “he” in these lines? (Hint: look at line 53)

8. Lines 82-88: What prophecy does this sinner make?

9. Lines 88-99: What is Dante’s opinion of this sinner?  Does he feel any pity for him? Why not?

10. Line 100-103:  What stops Dante from saying worse things about this man?  (Hint: what could the “exalted keys” be?)

11. In the last 20 lines, what lament does Dante make about this type of sinner?  What kind of commentary is Dante making about the church here?

