On Sparta, “Lycurgus,” by Plutarch reading questions
1. Why did Spartiates feel that working the land was below them? Who did this job in their society instead?

2. How did the Spartiates feel about money and riches?

3. When was the one time Spartiates would dance, celebrate, hunt, and feast?

4. At what age would Spartiates start fulfilling their own domestic needs? Who did it for them prior to that?

5. What did Spartiates discuss at their “town hall” style meetings?

6. How did Spartan citizens feel about private life?

7. What insect does Plutarch compare the attitude of Spartiates to? What examples does he give that follow this comparison? Is it valid?

8. Why was Pedaritus, a proud solider, happy when he was not chosen as one of the 300?

9. On the whole, after reading Plutarch , and discussing the issue in class, do you see the term “Spartan” as a positive or negative connotation? Why? (Pick a side and defend it!—don’t just tell me that you can “see it both ways,” etc.)
