Honors European Studies Unit #6

The French Revolution & Napoleon (1789-1815)
Unit Description: This unit will consist of three main parts.

1.  French Revolution: In the first part of this unit, we will look at the monstrous blood bath Paris became in the late 18th centuries. We will follow the causes of the Revolution, from the Enlightenment through it conclusion with the Napoleonic Wars. We will study the theory behind mob mentality, as well as the tensions that culminate between freedom vs. protection. Furthermore we will consider why the Jacobin rise was successful and what conditions are needed to create this type of self imposed terror on a country. Finally we will consider controversial issues in the revolution, most notably what, if anything, this blood bath and its results changed.

2.  Napoleon: The second part of the unit will focus on the reign of Napoleon. We will consider why he emerged, what type of leader he was, and what effect he had on Europe. We will look at his battles, tactics and foreign relations throughout Europe, as well as the resulting Congress of Vienna.  We will see, for the second time, that Europe once again tears itself apart, only to rebuild, this time in a militaristic, national fashion.

3.  Romanticism: During this part of the unit we will look at Romantic poetry and work on understanding the Romantic Movement. We will explicate and closely analyze poetry as well as prose—in the form of Frankenstein—and we will consider how and why this movement and started and in return is a product of its time. Among the Romantics we will look at are: Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelly (x2), Keats, and Dickens.
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Readings:
Western Civilizations text



Frankenstein by Mary Shelly



Various Romantic poets


Justification of the Use of Terror by Maximilian Robespierre


Declaration of the Rights of Man



Declaration of the Rights of Woman by Olympia de Georges


from Citizens by Simon Schama


from The Pursuit of Glory by T. Blanning


from Nobility Reimagined by J. Smith
Projects:

1. French Revolution graphic organizing chart: you will complete a very detailed chart organizing the events of this period. You will need to use homework and lecture notes, video notes, discussion, and personal research to complete this.

2. French Revolution controversies: You will read some of the accounts of both the reign of terror, the causes for it, and its aftermath. You will then have to link them to debates about the causes and effects of the French Revolution.

3. Trafalgar comics: You will read a secondary sources about the Battle of Trafalgar and create a comic strip showing the events that transpired there
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