European History/English Unit #5
The Enlightenment (1688-1789)
Unit Description: This unit will consist of five, short main parts. This unit is a true hybrid between the history and literature of Europe. As a result, everything done in this unit will go in both the history and the English gradebooks
1. The Enlightenment and Philosophes: In the first part of this unit we will continue studying the Enlightenment and its effects. We will look at some of the great thinkers of the age and ponder some of the same theories—social contract, rights of man—that they pondered. We will read their philosophic essays and discuss many of their thoughts about natural rights and responsibilities.

2. Scientific Revolution: In one very brief day we will look at the revolutions that occurred in science as a result of the new philosophies on life and religion. Specifically we will study Galileo and what rights a responsibilities to report the truth the scientist and educator have.

3. Revolution in the Arts and Music: In another very, very brief day we will look at the culture of the age, particularly the outpouring in classical music that occurs in Europe at this time.

4. Enlightenment literature: Aside from looking at non-fiction arguments made during this time, we will study a couple fictions pieces and their messages and themes. We will form conceptions of the idea of satire, which became popular at the time, and practice our own satire by picking on some of the issues in our school and local community 

5. Lord of the Flies: Finally, the overarching theme of this unit will be Lord of the Flies. We will consider not only what happens in the books, but what the commentary is on human nature, civilization, and society is. We will also consider ideas of accountability and jurisdiction as we think about what happened on the island, and what if anything could have been done differently. We will consider ideas of nature vs. nurture, and attempt to get at the meaning behind humanity.
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Readings:
World History: Patterns of Interaction text



Lord of the Flies by W. Golding


A Modest Proposal by J. Swift



from Candide by Voltaire



from What is Scientific Authority? by G. Galilei


from The Spirit of Laws by B. Montesquieu


from Of Civil Government by J. Locke


from The Social Contract by J. Rousseau



from Common Sense by T. Paine
Projects:

1. Your modest proposal: You will read A Modest Proposal and come up with your own idea for satirizing issues within our current society

2. Lord of the Flies comparative analysis paper: You will read and relate a segment of non-fiction and/or fiction philosophy to the commentary and themes addressed by Golding in the book.
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