European History Unit #4

Absolutism & Religious Strife (1618-1721)
Unit Description: This unit will consist of four main parts.

1. The English Civil War: In the first part of this unit we will continue studying England as we look at the Stuart household’s troubled relations with their subjects. We will consider the role of the monarchy and Parliament as we discuss the rise of Oliver Cromwell. We will also consider how and why an Englishman would chose sides.
2. The Thirty Years War: In the second part of this unit, we will look at the first monstrous international conflict in Europe, the Thirty Years War. We will look the religious and political causes and entanglements during the war, and its consequences for the nobles and monarchs of Europe. We will discuss the political reverberations of and both the geography and people of Europe for years to come. Finally, we will also consider what affect it had on the local populace.
3. Absolutism western Europe: The third part of the unit will focus on the monarchy of Louis XIV as well as the relationship between power in the state in Hapsburg and Swedish lands. We will consider them within the context of the hot text of the time: The Prince and consider what effect these states had on their people.
4. Russian Absolutism: For the first time this course we will look at the massive state of Russia and the rise of its famous Czars and the Romanov dynasty. We will consider what type of power the Czars of Russia wielded and how they got and controlled this power. Finally we will look at the Westernization of Russia during the reign of Peter the Great and consider the European balance of power as Russia prepares to become a key player.

Themes & Key Ideas:
Absolutism




Regicide
 



Natural rights 

                                                Westernization
Glorious Revolution
Religious War
Warm water port
Peace of Westphalia

Readings:
World History: Patterns of Interaction text



from The Prince by N. Machiavelli


from The English Revolution and Wars in the Three Kingdoms by I. Gentles


from Our First Revolution by M. Barone


from Eyewitness Accounts of the Thirty Years’ War by G. Mortimer, ed.


from The Wars of Louis XIV by J. Lynn
from Russia’s Wars of Emergence by C. Stevens
Projects:

1. English Civil War sides: You will read a combination of arguments on the reasons people chose sides during the English Civil War. You must identify the thesis in each and chose which one most of the evidence supports .
2. Thirty Years War: Reading eyewitness accounts, you will look at the various effects of the Thirty Years War and decide how each was changed permanently and who was the most effected.
3. Create your own absolute monarchy: You will have to create your own states with its own absolute government and monarchy. You will have to decide how you want to rule and create a “factbook” sheet on your new country
Skill Development:
Causation




Points of View



Outlining
Thesis Writing
