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3esi king is sub-
itrary. Besides the fact that the.
?;(t:)tn::rt{le judgmenc.of God, the king must a'lso
act within the boundaries™®s law o
is null and void in a legal sense. MO
is always an opportunity for appeal, so eacd
remains the legitimate owner of hls property.
This is in fact the definition of lég{nmate gov-
ernment, and by its very nature, 1t 1S the oppo-
site of arbitrary government.

CONSIER THIS: ) -
. A at

is XIV was a divineright monarch. W1
" {l‘c(::slsthis meadiend how did Lc‘nns use rehglor;
to strengthen his political position in the state?

The Sun King and the Practic

Wy o AN

. , 3 v’s“ \N’\ U /'O/\E{‘N\{;l/
[ sk 1
i lutism are
in support of abso

“The Ideal

ments of Jean Domaf on :

l.Zzillfscfll;lg;el State” and Jacques Bénigne Bossuet in
«Politics and Scripture” What are the responsi-
bilities of the king 2 he political advantages

@ How compelling

@ What is the differcireebetween tyranay :ang]ﬁ:;
absolutism of Louis X1Vs~u _ouarchy. vhat
were the advantages and dxsavant;%e of
absolute rule for the different classes of Fren:
society? Who profited the most?

e of Absolute Rule

“Vanity Was His Ruin”
THE DUKE OF SAINT-SIMON

The Duke of Saint-Simon (167
but he was a passionate obsen{er
our most vivid account of the klr)g an
feudal nobility that Louis was trying

5-1755) was a rather indiff
of affairs at Louis's courtan
d his activities. Saint-Simon was 1y

to control, an

srent soldier and diplomgt,
rt and has provided us with
pical of the

d thus this account, from his mem-

oirs, was by no means free from prejudice.

Portrait of the King

Louis XIV was made for a brill}ant Court.}}ix;
the midst of other men, his ﬁgure, e
courage, his grace, hlsf E?:li,tgicelz n%r nd
i the tone © ]
I;i:?:;ﬁi"::d natural charm of all his pe;z;):,
distinguished him dll hjis death as t}ie beerg1
Bee, and showed that if }g, ‘1;1;1 olxlxeywduld
simple private gentleman,
2;‘1'1211; havI; ex]ielled in fetes, pleasurei,a::;it
gallantry, and would ha.ve ha_d the gr et
success in love. . . . Vanity, th.ls unmeas <
and unreasonable love of admlratxonil?vajni i
ruin. His ministers, his generals, ; 1sd -
tresses, his courtiers, soon ]3&‘.rce1ve:1 s
weakness. They praised him with emula

i i the truth,
d spoiled him. Praises, or to say
ﬁ;'lIzllttel;y, pleased him to suc}‘x1 atri1 :};tiir:stt, ;171:;
oarsest was well received,
tbheitcer relished. It was thg sole meani1 1271
which you could approach him. Those w d:eir
he liked owed his affection for them, to the
: . This is what gave his min-
i d the opportuni-
isters so much authont'y, and ortus
Ezrthey had for adulating him, of. attributing
erything to him, and of pretending to learn
Z:rrerything from him. Suppleness, Ieanness,
an admiring, dependent, cringing manneih—;
above all, an air of nothingness—were
, ing him. . . .
sole means of pleasing s
is i as I have said, wa!
Though his intellect, e Sai e

beneath mediocrity, it was capa

untiring flatteries
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formed. He loved glory, was fond of order and
regularity; was by disposition prudent, moder-
ate, discreet, master of his movements and his
tongue. Will it be believed? He was also by
disposition good and just! God had sufficiently
gifted him to enable him to be a good King;
perhaps even a tolerably great King! All the
evil came to him from elsewhere. His early
education was so neglected that nobody dared
approach his apartment. He has often been
heard to speak of those times with bitterness,
and even to relate that, one evening he was
found in the basin of the Palais Royale garden
fountain, into which he had fallen! He was
scarcely taught how to read or write, and
remained so ignorant, that the most familiar
historical and other facts were urterly
unknown to him! He fell, accordingly, and
sometimes even in public, into the grossest
absurdities. . . .

Louis XTIV took great pains to be well
informed of all that passed everywhere; in the
public places, in the private homes, in society
and familiar intercourse. His spies and tell-
tales were infinite. He had them of all
species; many who were ignorant that their
information reached him; others who knew
it; others who wrote to him direct, sending
their letters through channels he indicated;
and all these letters were seen by him alone,
and always before everything else; others who

. sometimes spoke to him secretly in his cabi-

net, entering by the back stairs. These
unknown means ruined an infinite number of
people of all classes, who never could dis-
cover the cause; often ruined them very
unjustly; for the King, once prejudiced, never
altered his opinion, or so rarely, that nothing
was more rare. He had, too, another fault,
very dangerous for others and often for him-
self, since it deprived him of good subjects.
He had an excellent memory; in this way, that
if he saw a man who, twenty years before,

perhaps, had in some manner offended him,

he did not forget the man, though he might
forget the offence. This was enough, however,

to exclude the person from all favour. The
representations of a minister, of a general, of
his confessor even, could not move the King.
He would not yield.

The most cruel means by which the
King was informed of what was passing—for
many years before anybody knew it—was
that of opening letters. The promptirude and
dexterity with which they were opened
passes understanding. He saw extracts from
all the letters in which there were passages
that the chiefs of the post-office, and then
the minister who governed it, thought ought
to go before him; entire letters, too, were
sent to him, when their contents seemed to
justify the sending. Thus the chiefs of the
post, nay, the principal clerks were in a posi-
tion to suppose what they pleased and
against whom they pleased. A word of con-
tempt against the King or the government,
a joke, a detached phrase, was enough. It is
incredible how many people, justly or
unjustly, were more or less ruined, always
without resource, without trial, and without
knowing why. The secret was impenetrable;
for nothing ever cost the King less than pro-
found silence and dissimulation. . . .

The King loved air and exercise very
much, as long as he could make use of them.
He had excelled in dancing, and at tennis and
mall. On horseback he was admirable, even at
a late age. He liked to see everything done
with grace and address. To acquit yourself well
or ill before him was a merit or fault. He said
that with things not necessary it was best not
to meddle, unless they were done well. He was
fond of shooting, and there was not a better or
more graceful shot than he. . ..

He liked splendour, magnificence, and
profusion in everything: you pleased him if
you shone through the brilliancy of your
houses, your clothes, your table, your equipages.
Thus a taste for extravagance and luxury was
disseminated through all classes of soclety;
causing infinite harm, and leading to general
confusion of rank and to ruin.
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The King’s Day

Ar eight o’clock the chief valet de chambre on
duty, who alone had slept in the royal cham-
ber, and who had dressed himself, awoke the
King. The chief physician, the chief surgeon,
and the nurse (as long as she lived), entered at
the same time. The latter kissed the King; the
others rubbed and often changed his shirt,
because he was in the habit of sweating a great
deal. At the quarter, the grand chamberlain
was called (or, in the absence, the first gentle-
man of the chamber), and those who had what
was called the grandes entrées. The chamber-
lain (or chief gentleman) drew back the cur-
tains which had been closed again, and pre-
sented the holy-water from the vase, at the
head of the bed. . .. Then all passed into the
cabinet of the council. A very short religious
service being over, the King called, they reen-
tered. The same officer gave him his dressing-
gown; immediately after, other privileged
courtiers entered, and then everybody, in time
to find the King putting on his shoes and
stockings, for he did almost everything himself
and with address and grace. Every other day
we saw him shave himself; and he had a little
short wig in which he always appeared, even in
bed, and on medicine days. He often spoke of
the chase, and sometimes said a word to some-
body. No toilette table was near him; he had
simply a mirror held before him.

As soon as he was dressed, he prayed to
God, at the side of his bed, where all the clergy
present kuelt, the cardinals without cushions,
all the laity remaining standing; and the cap-
tain of the guards came to the balustrade dur-
ing the prayer, after which the King passed
into his cabinet.

He found there, or was followed by all
who had the entrée, a very pumerous company,
for it included everybody in any office. He
gave orders to each for the day; thus within a
half a quarter of an hour it was known what be
meant to do; and then all this crowd left
directly. The bastards, a few favorites, and the

valets alone were left. It was then a good
opportunity for talking with the King; for
example, about plans of gardens and buildings;
and conversation lasted more or less according
to the person engaged in it. . ..

Ot Sunday, and often on Monday, there
was a council of state; on Tuesday a finance
council; on Wednesday council of state; on
Saturday finance council. Rarely were two
held in one day or any on Thursday or Friday.
Once or twice a month there was a council of
despatches on Monday morning. . ..

The dinner was always au petit couvers,
that is the King ate by himself in his chamber
upon a square table in front of the middle win-
dow. It was more or less abundant, for he
ordered in the morning whether it was to be “a
litde,” or “very little” service. But even at this
last, there were always many dishes, and three
courses without counting the fruit.

The King’s Diet

As during the last year of his life the King
became more and more costive, Fagon [the
court physician] made him eat at the com-
mencement of his repasts many iced fruits,
that is to say, mulberries, melons, and figs rot-
ten from ripeness; and at his dessert many
other fruits, finishing with a surprising quan-
tity of sweetmeats. All the year round he ate at
supper 2 prodigious quantity of salad. His
soups, several of which he partook of morning
and evening, were full of gravy, and were of

exceeding strength, and everything that was

served to him was full of spice, to double the

usual extent, and very strong also. . . .

This summer he redoubled his regime of
fruits and drinks. At last the former clogged his
stomach, taken after soup, weakened the diges-
tive organs and took away his appetite, which
until then had never failed him all his life,
though however late dinner might be delayed
he never was hungry or wanted to eat. But after
the first spoonfuls of soup, his appetite came,
as I have several rimes heard him say, and he
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ate s0 prodigiously and so solidly morning and
evening that no one could get accustomed to
see it. So much water and-so much fruit uncon-
gected by anything spirituous, turned his blood
Into gangrene; while those forced night sweats
diminished its strength and impoverished it;
and thus hxs death was caused, as was seen b};
the opening of his body. The organs were
found_m such good and healthy condition that
there is reason to believe he would have lived
beyond his hundredth year. His stomach above
all astonished, and also his bowels by their vol-
ume and extent, double that of the ordinary,

whence it came that he
X was such a great yet
uniform eater. gy

Tbhe King’s Death

Friday, August the 30th, was a bad da -
ceded .by a bad night. The King contizulj;ﬁy
lost .hls reason. About five: o’clock in the
evening Madame de Maintenon left him gave
away‘her furniture to the domestics; and’went
to Sa(;nt—SCyr never to leave it. '

_ On Saturday, the 31st of August, every-
thing went from bad to worse. TE: gangrcrrfe
had reached the knee and all the thigh
Towards eleven o’clock at night the King was
found to be so ill that the prayers for the dyin,

- were said. This restored him to himself, Hg

In this selection, drawn from
to his heirs concerning the de

Two things without doubt were absolutely
necessary: very hard work on my part, and a
wise choice of persons capable of seconding it.

_As for work, it may be, my son, that you
will begin to read these Memoizs ’

: af an age
when one is far more in_the q

habit of dreading

“Letters to His Heirs” is from
T. Fisher Unwin Ltd., 1924), pp. 48-53, 149.

serib:
that it is none the Te

Jean Longnon, ed. A King’ Lessons in Statecraf: Lotis XIV, tra

repeated the prayers in a voice so st i
rose above all the other voices. At t(f)zggeﬂ?;l;
recognised Cardinal de Rohan, and said to
him, “These are the last favours of the
Church.” This was the last man to whom he
spoke. He repeated several times, Nunc ez i
fl:ra moqis [I(;T]:w and in the hour of death]
en said, “Oh, my G id:
hasten to succour m};” o come 1o my aid
Th'esc were his last words. All the night he
was without consciousness and in 2 lon
agony, which finished on Sunday, the ls%
Septel.:nber, 1715, at a quarter past ei;;ht in the
morning, three days before he had accom-
plished his seventy-seventh year, and in the
seventy-second of his reign. He had survived
gl}l) ah;}s sgns and grandsons, except the King of
- Europe never i
phon E Km}; never saw so long a reign or

COMPARE AND CONTRAST:

MW Was Louis XIV a responsible monarch? From
the accounts in his own memoirs and those of the
Duke of Saint-Simon, do you think that Louis
wm:ked hard at his job? How did he view his
duties as king? Do the criticisms of Pierre Jurieu
in The Sighs of Enslaved France seern valid to you?
Why should a historian be somewhat careful m
the judgments drawn from this evidence?

to His Heirs: “Allow Good Sense to Act”
KING LOUIS XTIV

Quis’s memoirs,‘the king himself gives practical advice
mandg and duties of absolute monarchy.

. . bappy to have escaped
Ston 16 . to have your hours
gufated no longer, nor len and pre-
ed stud laid down for you.gthy P
On this heéading I will not warn you solely
s toil &y which one reigns,

Wilson (London:




