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The King’s Day

At eight o’clock the chief valet de chambre on
duty, who alone had slept in the royal cham-
ber, and who had dressed himself, awoke the
King. The chief physician, the chief surgeon,
and the murse (as long as she lived), entered at
the same time. The latter kissed the King; the
others rubbed and often changed his shirt,
because he was in the habit of sweating a great
deal. At the quarter, the grand chamberlain
was called (ox, in the absence, the first gentle-
man of the chamber), and those who had what
was called the grandes entrées. The chamber-
lain (or chief gentleman) drew back the cur-
tains which had been closed again, and pre-
sented the holy-water from the vase, at the
head of the bed. . . . Then all passed into the
cabinet of the council. A very short religious
service being over, the King called, they reen-
tered. The same officer gave him his dressing-
gown; immediately after, other privileged
courtiers entered, and then everybody, in time
to find the King putting on his shoes and
stockings, for he did almost everything himself
and with address and grace. Every other day
we saw him shave himself; and he had a litde

short wig in which he always appeared, evenin /

bed, and on medicine days. He often spoke of
the chase, and sometimes said a word to sopie~
body. No toilette table was near him; b€ had
simply a mirror held before him.

As soon as he was dressed, he
God, at the side of his bed, where ] the clergy
present knelt, the cardinals wighout cushijons,
all the laity remaining standifg; and the cap-

tain of the guards came to/tﬁe balustrade dur-

ing the prayer, after which the King passed
into his cabinet. /

He found there,/or. was followed by all
who had the entrée, a*very numerous company,
for it included everybody in any office. He
gave orders to each for the day; thus within a
half 2 quarter of an hour it was known what he
meant to do; and then all this crowd left
directly. The bastards, a few favorites, and the
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valets alone were left. It was then a good
opportunity for talking with the King; for
example, about plans of gardens and buildings;
and conversation lasted more or less according
to the person engaged in it. . ...

On Sunday, and often on Monday, there
was a council of state; on Taesday a finance
council; on Wednesday council of state; on
Saturday finance council. Rarely were two
held in one day or any on Thursday or Friday.
Once or twice 2 month there was a council of
despatches on Monday morning. - - -

The dinner was always au petit couyer?,
that is the King ate by himself in his chef nber
upon a square table in front of the middle win-
dow. It was more or less abugzdant, for he
ordered in the morning whethr it was to be “a
little,” or “very little” sepvice. But even at this
last, there were always/inany dishes, and three
courses without copfting the fruit.

As durigf the last year of his life the King
becagfe more and more costive, Fagon [the
cqiftt physician] made him eat at the com-
diencement of his repasts many iced fruits,
that is to say, mulberries, melons, and figs rot-
ten from ripeness; and at his dessert many
other fruits, finishing with a surprising quan-
tity of sweetmeats. All the year round he ate at
supper a prodigious quantity of salad. His
soups, several of which he partook of morning
and evening, were full of gravy, and were of
exceeding strength, and everything that was
served to him was full of spice, to double the
usual extent, and very strong also. . ...

"This summer he redoubled his regime of
fruits and drinks. At last the former clogged his
stomach, taken after soup, weakened the diges-
tive organs and took away his appetite, which
until then had never failed him all his life,
though however late dinner might be delayed
he never was hungry or wanted to eat. But after
the first spoonfuls of soup, his appetite came,
as T have several times heard him say, and he
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ate 50 prodigiously and so solidly morning and
evening that no one could get accustomed to
see it. So much water and-so much fruit uncon-
pected by anything spirituous, turned his blood
Into gangrene; while those forced night sweats
diminished its strength and impoverished it;
and thus 1'1is death was caused, as was seen b);
the opening of his body. The organs were
found.m such good and healthy condition that
there is reason to believe he would have lived
beyond his hundredth year. His stomach above
all astonished, and also his bowels by their vol-
ume and extent, double that of the ordinary,

wh.ence it came that he was such a great yet
uniform eater.

The King’s Death

Friday, August the 30th, was a bad daf pre-
ceded by a bad night. The King ¢g tinuall
lost .his reason. About five o%elock in th}e’
evening Madame de Maintengf left him, gave
awaynher furniture to the domestics and’went
to S:gnt—SCyr never to leatve it. ,

_ On Saturday, the31st of August, every-
thing went from b4d to worse. Tlil g;.n;:;}l’e
had reached gie knee and all the thigh
Towards elevén o’clock at night the King was.
found to be so ill that the prayers for the dyin
were said. This restored him to himself. Hg

repeated the prayers in a voice so strong that it
rose abf)ve all the other voices. At the end he
recognised Cardinal de Rohan, and said to
him, “These are the last favours of the
Church.” This was the last man to whom he
spoke. He repeated several times, Nunc er in
bora moﬁis [Now and in the iBur of death]
then said, “Oh, my Gods”come to m 'dj
hasten to succour me,? y e
These were hig

was without,€onsciousness and in 2 lon
agony, which finished on Sunday, the ls%
Sept er, 1715, at a quarter past eight in the
morhing, three days before he had accom-
_Hlished his seventy-seventh year, and in the
seventy-second of his reign. He had survived
;11 }3.15 SEIIS and grandsons, except the King of
pain. Europe nev: i
Spain. E KmI;- - OIST saw so long a reign or

COMPARE AND CONTRAST:

B Was Louis XIV a responsible monarch? From
the accounts in his own memoirs and those of the
Duke of Saint-Simon, do you think that Louis
wox:ked hard at his job? How did he view his
fiunes as king? Do the criticisms of Pierre Jurieu
in The Sighs of Enslaved France seem valid to you?
Why should a historian be somewhat careful m
the judgments drawn from this evidence?

Letters to His Heirs: “Allow Good Sense to Act”
KING LOUIS XIV

In this selection, drawn from Louis’ i
! !  dra) ouis's memoirs, the king himself give: { i
to his heirs concerning the demands and duties of absolute m%narig;acncal adfoe

Two things without doubt were absolutely
necessary: very hard work on my part, and a
wise choice of persons capable of seconding it.

) As ff)r work, it may be, my son, that you
will begin to read these Memoirs at an age
when one is far more in the habit of dreading

“Letters to His Heirs” is from Je:
- an Lon,
. Fisher Unwin Led., 1924), pp. 48.53. 149,

thar.x loYing it, only too happy to have escaped
subjection to tutors and to have your hours
regulated no longer, nor lengthy and pre-

scribed study laid down for you.

On this heading I will not warn you solely

that it is none the less toil by which one reigns
£l

ed., 4 King’s Lessons in Statecraft: Louis XIV, trans. H. Wilson (London:
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and for which one reigns, and that the condi-
Hons of royalty, which may seem to you some-
Gmes hard and vexatious in so lofty a position,

" would appear pleasant and easy if there was

any doubt of your reaching it.

There is something more, MY son, and I
hope that your OWD experience will never
teach it to you: nothing could be more labori-
ous to you than a great amount of idleness if
you were to have che misfortune to fall into it
through beginning by being disgusted with
public affairs, then with pleasure, then with
i dleness itself, seeking everywhere fruitlessly
for what can never be found, that is to $2¥, the
sweetness of repose and lejsure without having
the preceding fatigue and occupation.

1 laid a rule on myself to work regularly
cwice every day, and for two of three hours each
dme with different persons, without counting
the hours which I passed privately and alone,
nor the time which I'was able to give on partic-
ular occasions to amy special affairs that might
arise. There was 1o moment when 1 did not
permit people to talk to me about them, pro-
vided that they were urgent; with the exception
of foreign ministers who sometimes find too
favourable moments B the familiarity allowed
to them, either to obtain or to discover some-
thing, and whom one should not hear without
being previously prepared.

1 cannot tell you what fruit T gathered
immediately I had taken this resolution. I felt
myself, as it were, uplifted in thought and
courage; 1 found myself quite another man,
and with joy reproached myself for having
been too long unaware of it. This first timid-
ity, which a little self-judgment always pro-
duces and which at the beginning gave me
pain, especially on occasions when I had to
speak in public, disappeared in less than no
time. The only thing T felt then was that T was
King, and born to be one. I experienced nexta
delicious feeling, hard to express, and which
you will not know yourself except by tasting it
as 1 have done. For you must not imagine, My
son, that the affairs of State are like some

obscure and thorny path of learning which
may possibly have already wearied you,
wherein the mind strives t© raise itself with
effort above its purview, more often to artive
at no conclusion, and whose utility or appar-
ent utility is repugnant 0 us as much as its
difficulty. The fonction of Xings consists
principally in allowing good sense 0 205
which always acts naturally and without
effort. What we apply ourselves to is some-
Gmes less difficult than what we do only for
our amusement. Its usefulness always follows.
A King, however skillful and enlightened be
his ministers, cannot put his own hand to the
work without its effects being seen. Success,
which is agreeable in everything, even in the
smallest MaLters, gratifies us in these as well as
in the greatest, and there is no satisfaction to
equal that of noting every day some progress
in glorious and lofry enterprises, and in the
happiness of the people which has been
planned and thought out by oneself. All thatis
most necessary to this work is at the same
time agreeable, for; in a word, my 50D, jtis to
have one’s eyes open O the whole earth; to
learn each hour the Dews concerning every
province and every nation, the secrets of every
court, the mood and the weaknesses of each
Prince and of every foreign minister; tO be
well-informed on an infinite number of mat-
ters about which we are supposed to know
pothing; to elicit from our subjects what they
hide from us with the greatest care; 0 dis-
cover the most remote opinions of our own
courtiers and the most hidden interests of
those who come to u$ with quite contrary
professions. 1 do not know of any other plea-
sure we would not renounce for that, event if
curiosity alone gave us the opportanity. - « -

1 gave orders t0 the four Secretaries of Stite
no longer to sign anything whatsoever without
speaking to me; likewise to the Controller, and
chat he should authorise sothing as regares
finance without its being registered in 2 boo!
which must remain with me, and being note!
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deference we should show to its ministers in
lly connected with their mis-

matters specia
sion, that is to s37, with the celebraton of the

Sacred Mysteries and the preaching of the
doctrine of the Gospels. But because people
dignity do not permit us to descend as arule, I connected with the Church are liable to pre-
conceived the plan, after 1 should have made ~ sume 2 Jittle too much on the advantages
choice of my ministers, of entering sometimes attaching to their profession, and are willing
into matters with each one of them, ond when  sometimes tO make use of them in order to
they least expected it, in order that they might whittle down their most rightful duties, 1 feel
understand that I could do the same upon obliged to explain to you certain points on this

other subjects and at any moment. Besides, a question which may be of importance. ,
The first is that Kings are absolute

knowledge of some small detail acquired only
occasionally, and for amusement rather than  seigneurs [Lords), and from their nature have
as a regular rule, is instructive little by little full and free disposal of all property both secu-
and without fatigue, on 2 thousand things  lar and ecclesiastical, to use it as wise dis-
which are not without their use in general res- pensers, that is to say, in accordance with the
olutions, and which we ought to know and do  requirements of their State. . . -

ourselves were it possible that 2 single man

could know and do everything.

1 also made 2 resolution on 2 farther mat-
ter. With a view the better to unite in myself
alone all the authority of a master, although
there must be in all affairs 2 certain amount of
detail to which our occupations and also our

ConsmER THIS:

. . B What was the most important advice that Louis
1 have never failed, when an occasion has pre- gave to his heirs? What does this reveal about
sented itself, to impress upon you the great the character of Louis XIV? What was impor-

respect we chould have for religion, and the tant to him?

«4 Frightful Plot™: The Revocation of the Edict of Nantes (1 685)

THE DUKE OF SAINT-SIMON

ed the Edict of Nantes, which had provided
political and refigious freedom for the French Protestants, or Huguenots, since 1598.
Louis was determined to ccontrol & nation that was unified politically under his rule
and religiously under his faith; Catholicism was 1o be the only accepted religion for
he revocation was hailed by Catholics but was not without its

the French people. T
critics even at court, as reflected in the opinion of the Duke of Saint-Simon, which fol-

jows the text of the treaty.

Edict of Nantes, with- direction; gave it up

On October 22, 1685, Louis XV annuil

The revocation of the

yarious proscriptions that followed it, were the  authorize
fruits of a frightful plot, in which the new which many innocent peop

spouse was oneé of the chief conspirators, and
which depopulated a quarter of the realm;  class; t
ruined its commerce; weakened it in every relatives against relatives,

ore in pieces 2 world of families; arme

«The Revocation of the Edict of Nantes” is from James H. Robinson,
Ginn and Company, 1906), pp- 288-291.

for 4 long time t© the

out the slightest pretext of necessity, and the public and avowed pillage of the dragoons;
d torments and punishments by

le of both sexes
were killed by thousands; ruined a numerous

so as to seize their

ed., Readings in Europeant History, vol. 2 (Bostom
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ﬂﬁ)%erty and leave them to die in hunger; ban
it Oes ! oi;rn lgsnaialft}]fs to dforeign lands; ’made
rish and overflow a
;clgven.sg of France, and enabled them to tbutllllg
¢ d(i:it.les; gave to the world the spectacle of 2
prodigious population proscribed without
crime, stripped, fugitive, wandering, and seek:
?a% shelte; 1far from their country; ;ent toesh;
eys nobles, rich old men, peo’l " Wh
galleys nen, ple carefull at was the Edi
urtar ed, weak, .arfd delicate;—and all solelz én‘mked in1598 aif;;f Eames;. ok
o, sk, and el o ; 2 y did Louis XTIV revoke
ceounof el - . as this a wise move politically? Ar
o Dhe ling o graH ated. himself on his p‘erstiaded by the Duke of Saint—Sim.on’secr}"' (t)iu
poves and b bp thy. ¢ believed himself o ;:llsm. If you accept his criticism as valid, t}i .
ght back the days of the apostles ow would you characterize the absolute rucf(:

and attri - .
attributed to himself all the honor. The ‘;foi:“i;m Was he a tyrant—or a wise
rch? .

bishops wrote i
panegyrics of him; th i
E—ﬁi the puéﬁltd resound with his prZiJszsuziﬁ
¢ was filled with horror and i
and yet there was never such matlem;l(l)riuds o
such boundless laudation of the king 5

CONSIDER THIS:

The Sighs of Enslaved France (1690)

PIERRE JURIEU

s a resul “‘
Al esult Y the revocation of the Edict of Na tes, the pel secution o -lugue ots

began in earhgst. Th

: gst. The author of the f i i

began in carhes ollowing memoirs cannot b iti i

fea. Honaﬁd. \ riosb::éy from the pen of Pierre Jurieu, a Calviniestposmtlve'y o

fled 0 Hallar amo & r;:(;z;j much criticism from such dissidents i?laesxizzvtlho'had

memolrs not provocative because the i o
oppressive apd responsible for many of the illg ocfhlifr?;enze e

e.

SUS
abso-

The oppression of the peop1e1 caused pri-

with the des o thése taxes so that you may
ght and injustice. It will suffice to

eins that are collec i
abuses that are comtr(:x(il;t(e%d) 1tI}11 Ei:r}(r)ilrfnc;md
gg t1:hhe l?ad use that is made of thegm ::&
F(zrmtlszry to which the people are red’uced
N, 1ds ; dear unfortunate compatriots ym;
A m realize Fhat the taxes that are lza.ken
oo WI:'I (;;)mpnse a sum perhaps greater than
, that % ch all the other princes of Europe
gether dgaw from their states. One thingpis

with which they wefe -,
y wefe imposed and levi .
It does not serye’] P and levied....  in taxes of wiN
< . whch
my purpose to acquaint you  the coffers of th ﬁbl;‘ut El'lg;e-fourths go into
king and the rest to expenses

| ight of Enslaved France” is fr :
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