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1 also made a resolution on 2 further mat-
ter. With a view the better tO unite in myself
alone all the authority of a master, although
there must be in all affairs 2 certain amount of
detail to which our occupations and also our
dignity do not permit us to descend asarule, I
conceived the plan, after 1 should have made
choice of my ministers, of entering sometimes
into matters with each one of them, and when
they least expected it, in order that they might
understand that 1 could do the same upon
other subjects and at any moment. Besides, 2
knowledge of some small detail acquired only

occasionally, and for amusement rather than /

as a regular rule, is instructive little by lirtle/
and without fadgue, on 2 thousand things
which are not without their use in general fes-
olutions, and which we ought to know 2
ourselves were it possible that a ;,‘-
could know and do everything.

I have never failed, when an occasion has pre-
sented itself, to impress upon you the great
respect we should have for religion, and the
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deference we should show to its ministers in
maiters specially connected with their mis-
sion, that is to sy, with the celebration of the
Sacred Mysteries and the preaching of the
doctrine of the Gospels. But because people
connected with the Church are liable to pre-
sume a little too much on the advantages
ing to their profession, and are willing
sometifaes to make use of them in order to
whitgfe down theix most rightful duties, I feel
obfiged to explain to you certain points on this
qhestion which may be of importance.

£ The first is that Kings are absolute '

seigneurs [Lords], and from their nature have

gull and free disposal of all property both secu-
lar and ecclesiastical, to use it as wise dis-
pensers, that is t0 s2%; in accordance with the
requirements of their State. ...

CoNSIDER THIS:

W What was the most important advice that Louis
gave to his heirs? What does this reveal about
the character of Louis XIV? What was impor-
tant to him? '

«4 Frightful Plot”: The Revocation of the Edict of Nantes (1 685)
THE DUKE OF SAINT-SIMON

On October 22 1685, Louis XIV annulled the Edict of Nantes, which had provided
political and gious freedom for the French Protestants, or Huguenots, since 1598.
Louis was d ermined to control & nation that was unified politically under his rule
and refigiougly under his faith; Catholicism was to be the only accepted religion for
the French/people. The revocation was hailed by Catholics but was not without its

critics ev
jows the fext of the treaty.

The revocatioyf of the Edict of Nantes, with-
out the slightgst pretext of necessity, and the
yarious prosciiptions that followed it, were the
fruits of a frightful plot, in which the new
spouse was one of the chief conspirators, and
which depopulated a quarter of the realm;
ruined itg commerce; weakened it in every

«The Revocation of the Edict of Nantes” is from James H. Robinson,

Ginn and Company, 1906), pp- 288-291.

at court, as refiected in the opinion of the Duke of Saint-Simon, which fol-

direction; gave it up for 4 long time to the 7

public and avowed pillage of the dragoons;

authorized torments and punishments by -
which many inpocent people of both sexes
were killed by ¢housands; ruined a numerous :
class; tore in pieces 2 world of families; armed °
relatives against relatives, so as tO seize their :

ed., Readings in Europesn History, vol. 2 (Boston
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property and leave them to die in b
I unger; ban-
E}fi o; r(z;:n;llfacmres to foreign Im%lsf‘m:ge

ourish and overflow ;t th

le;pen.se: of France, and enabled them to buil;
W d?t}es; gave to the world the spectacle of a
g;cl;n glous popula_ti.on proscribed without
e, stripped, fogitive, wandering, and see

bishops wrote panegyrics of hi i
?ade the pulpit resound with E; ;hrzl{?u;flsl
rance was /ﬁlled with horror and conﬁJs.'
and yet there was never such triumph and or
undless laudation of the king. P

CoNsImER THIS:

B What was the Edict
\ 2 of Nantes? Wh; i
;gvc‘);l;ed 1:11“. 1598 and why did Louis )HVy IZ:;::
? Was this a wise move politically?
? Ar
gcrsv.;a&cd by the Duke of Saint—Si;on’secZigu
h ;m. you accept his criticism as valid, the; .
w would you characterize the absolute rulI;

of Louis XIV? W
? Was he a )
monarch? yrant—or a wise

and attributed to himself all the honor. The
T .
be Sighs of Enslaved France (1690)
\ PIERRE JURIEU
s a result of the revocation of i

b o n of the Edict of Nantes, the pers ji
Pl arzt.p I;msai:;k}?; oft;he following memoirs cZnnoetGgg?o(s)ifti\t‘;gl{:nm's
oo, ut they ¢ « m the pen of Pierre Jurieu, a Calvini "o had
l . Louis endured much criticism from such' dissaicl';/el;ltzt i‘rjuaeS t(')lr V‘Sho i
xile. Jurieu's

memoirs are amo
ng the most +
lutism as o . provocative because th ;
r e ey cha ;
ppressive and responsible for many of the illg of Frﬁéeﬂze Louis's abso-
e.

The oppression of the people is caused pri-

:[anly by th:c prodigious number of taxes and
taliessx.ve levies of money that are everywhere
ul en in France. Taxes and finance are a sci-
lmze ;o;lay, and one must be skilled to speak
rela‘:; e ﬁeably of them, but it suffices for us to
elare :; :ht we all feel and what the people
o e matter. There are the personal
ind fax dl;zxes]. ':[‘he:re are taxes on salt, wine,
miserabrll se, principal, and revenue. Thi;
mise e century has produced a flood of
es [of taxes], most of which were unknown

- toour i W
ancestors or, if some were known, T.h&y
3

with the details of these tax

feel their weight and injusti::. SIct) %ﬁg et
e.nablc you to understand the horrible o s
sion of these taxes by showing (1) the lmgf e
smlx)ms that are collected, (2) the violenceensg

a3 ust;:ls that are committed in levying th:fn
54; theeml’?;d use thfxt is made of them, anci
o Zry to which the people are reduced.

should realfzaer Eaf: rttlzlu:ite COI:{]PQ‘TiOYSy Ten

d axes that ar
iom you comprise 2 sum perhaps grea:ertat]gzg
at which all the other princes of Europe

" were not odious because of th
o A e moderati
- with which they were imposed and lcvies. .O.IT

- It does
3 DOt Serve my purpose to acquaint you

Zoget‘her draw from their states. One thing i
iner:;n, that rance pays two hundred mﬂl?olli
» cf; of which about three-fourths go into

e coffers of the king and the rest to expenses

“The Sigh fE lzved Fi ” 35 fr William F. Church, ed. and trans., The Impact of Absol:
- - f
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erience under Richelien, Mazarin and Lou
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of collection, tax-farmers, officials, keepers,
receivers, the profits of financiers, and new
fortunes that are created in almosta single day.
TFor the collection of the salt tax alone, there is
a great army of officers and constables. . . -

If tyranny is clear and evident in the
immense sums that are levied in France, it is
not less so in the manner of collecting them.
Kings were established by the people to pre-
serve their persons, lives, liberty, and proper-
Ges. But the government of France has risen to
such excessive tyranny that the prince today
regards everything 2s belonging to him alone.
He imposes taxes at will without consulting
the people, the nobles, the Estates, or the
Parlements. I shall tell you something that is
cue and that thousands know but most
Frenchmen do not. During Colbert’s ministry
[supervisor of the royal finances) it was dis-
cussed whether the king should take immedi-
ate possession of all real and personal property
in France and reduce it to royal domain, to be
used and assigned to whomever the court
judged appropriate without regard for former
possession, heredity, or other rights. ...

How much abuse and violence is comumit-
ted in the collection of taxes? The meanest
agent is a sacred person who has absolute
power over gentlemen, the judiciary, and all
the people. A single blow is capable of ruining
the most powerful subject. They confiscate
bouses, furnishings, cattle, money, grain, wine,
and everything in sight. The prisons are full of
wretches who are responsible for sums that
they impose upon other wretches who cannot
pay what is demanded of them. Is there any-
thing more harsh and cruel than the salt tax?
They make you buy for ten or twelve sous per
pound something that nature, the sun, and the
sea provide for nothing and may be had for two
farthings. Under pretext of exercising this
royal right, the realm is flooded with a great

army of scoundrels called constables of the
gabelle (salt tax] who enter houses, penetrate
the most secret places with impunity, and do
not fail to find unauthorized salt wherever they

think there is money. They condernn wretches
to pay huge fines, cause them to rot in prison,
and ruin families. They force salt upon people
everywhere and give each family more than
¢hree times as much as they can CORSUME. In
the provinces by the sea, they will not permit a
poor peasant 10 bring home salt water; they
break jugs, beat people, and imprison them. In
a word, every abuse is committed in levying
this and other taxes which is done with horri-
ble expense, seizures, imprisonments, and legal
cases before the collectors and courts with
costs far above the surns involved. . ..

“This is how all of France is reduced to the
greatest pOVerty. In earlier reigns, that is, dur-
ing the ministries of Cardinal Richelieu and
Cardinal Mazarin, France was already bur-
dened with heavy taxes. But the manner of col-
lecting them, although not entirely just, never-
theless exhausted the realm much less than the
way in which they are collected today. . . . The
government of today has changed all of this.
M. de Colbert made 2 plan to reform the
finances and applied it to the letter. But what
was this reformation? It was not the diminution
of taxes in order to relieve the people. ... He
increased the king’s revenue by one half. . ..

After this, if we examine the use that is
made of these immense sums that are collected
with such abuses and extortion, we shall find all
the characteristics of oppression and tyranny. It

sometimes happens that princes and sovereigns
exact levies that appear excessive and greatly
inconvenience individuals, but are required by
what are called the needs and necessities of the
state. In France there is no such thing. There
are neither needs nor state. As for the state,

earlier it entered into everything; one spoke

only of the interests of the state, the needs of

the state, the preservation of the state, and the
service of the state. To speak this way today
would literally be a crime of lese majesty [trea
son]. The king has taken the place of the state.
1t is the service of the king, the interest of the
king, the preservation of the provinces a0

wealth of the king. Therefore the king is all
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;nd the state nothing. And these are no mere
gures of §peech but realities. At the French
court, no interest is considered but the pe

sonal interest of the king, that is, his grange -
an_d glory. He is the idol to which, are sacriﬁc:Z
princes, great men and small, families, provinces
%Ees, ﬁna{xc?s and generally e’verythin ,
erefore, it is not for the good of the stag'
that tbese horrible exactions are made, si "
there is no more state. . . . e
This money is used solely to i
iﬁze the g_reazest self—pridey anc;l Z‘;E)s;;lii
ever existed. It is so dee i
would have swallowed not ogl;m tl'?: zjiatlhtlalt 1;
the vs{hole realm but that of all other states oif
the king had been able to take possession of it
as he attempted to do. The king has caused
1t1hlmself to receive more false flattery than :11
e pagan demi-gods did with true flatte
Never before was flattery pushed to this poi;{'.

If Your Majesty desires to discover where in

Versailles are the more th
e i st re than 500,000 ecus spent

“A Celebration of Greatness™

Simon Watson Taylor (London:

The Palace of Versailles

In 1661, Loui: .
20 miles from‘SP 3:{[[\; tlBegfg;onstrucyon of his famous palace at Versaill
1682, enough of thé g[ 8, two shifts of laborers were working constant?S. aoout
Amid the constructioi trilac’:a ::niir?j eg COTpIEted to warrant Louis's move frg,mar};gr?sy
French ari e ed until 1710, Louis lived ; :
) :Zit;’ecr:zzy. feg:ertznnlng lavishly and administering tr;eaff?ag]r:m? rtnost of the
of the palace was ind of state.
who supervi - eed a concern, especi
e aopenvised the royal nances. St in 1665, Colbertcid n‘fi??'u'ﬁf?h“}f u gmbm'
) al component of Louis? at such a ven-
him: i is's monarchy. | X
self reveals the necessity of a palace on such a sé/alé1 ;Zevzerf;;: selection, Louis
S,

149 :
‘A Celebration of Greatness”
JEAN COLBERT

in finding them. Will he also deign to reflect

that the ACCOIIIltS of the Royal Bu}ldlngs W’lll

is from Gilette Ziegler, & e Lourt of Versanles in the Reign 0] » trans,
Tt gier, ed., Ce
d., Th fL lles in the R of Louis XTV
GeOIECAHEﬂ and UnWlﬂ: Ltd., 1966), p-26. RCPﬂ“md by Pernfuss‘on of the P“thheI-

Never has man loved praise and vain
1tll?e extent that this prince has sought t%l:g E
is court and around himself he supports
g;u;lgltude It:f t;l:itterers who constand}g Is)eek tZ
o each other. He no i
farect.ion of statues to hin;s;’lrfﬂ};s ‘3‘331;31 e
manbed blasphemies in his h(;nor and b Iare
\Cnilh.lf:h al}l} the nations of the earth are shovfnox
chains; he causes himself to be repr
m_go.ld, silver, bronze, copper, ma.rbII)e es'ente'd
I;iIamf;lﬁlgs, arcl'{es of triumph, and insc;i;i'lf),nlf
e1 s a!l Pan.s, all his palaces, and the wholei
i}ela m with his name and his exploits, as
ough he far surpasses the Alexanders ’th
Caesars, and all the heroes of antiquity. e

CONSIDER THIs:

B Wha i
wh t were some of Pierre Jurien’s criticisms
(;:rmng Louis’s reign? In his opinion, how
w «
as France “reduced to the greatest povert’y”’

i THEME: THE POWER STRUCTURE

THE ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION
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British Museum
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being symbolic
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its expansion from a
propaganda

the palace also served as

Weidenfeld and Nicoleon Lrd., 1964

ade of Versallles as it appeared after
A center of culture, :
Palaces of Europe” (London:
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FIGURE 2.4 The fac
ernment (ca. 1682
King. From “Great
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FIGURE 2.5 The Hall of Mirrors in the palace of Versailles. (French Government Tourist Office)

time he has lavished such vast sums on this
mansion, he has neglected the Louvre, which is

Your Majesty knows that, apart from
assuredly the most superb palace in the world

glorious actions of war, nothing celebrates so
advantageously the greatess and genius of
and the one worthiest of Your Majesty’s great-  princes than buildings, and all posterity mea-
ness. . .. And God forbid that those many occa-  sures them by the yardstick of these superb
sions which may impel him to go to war, and  edifices which they have erected during their
thus deprive him of the financial means to  life. O what pity were the greatest and most
complete this superb building, should givehim  virtuous of kings, of that real virtue which
lasting occasion for regret at having lost the  makes the greatest princes, to be measured
time and opportunity. by the scale of Versailles!

Visible Majesty
KING LOUIS X1V
Those who imagine that these are merely  to apprehend the basic reality of things, usu-

matters of ceremony are gravely mistaken.

ally derive their opinion from that they can
The peoples over whom we reign, being able  see with their eyes.

“Visible Majesty” is from Gilette Ziegler, ed., The Court of Versailles in the Reign of Louis XIV, trans. Simon Watson
Taylor (London: George Allen and Unwin, Ltd., 1966), p. 26. Reprinted by permission of the publisher.
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ConsmER THIS:

B Look closely at the picture of Louis’s palace at
Versailles. In what ways did this structure
reflect the character of Louis’s monarchy?
According to the preceding comments about
Versailles, was the palace an effective propa-
ganda medium? ‘Why?

THE BROADER PERSPECTIVE:

B Whar was the difference between English
absolutist government under Charles T and
French absolutism under Louis XIv? Why
were the English so unwilling to tolerate the
personal rule of Charles I and the French so
willing to serve Louis XIV? Note that the

English fought 2 civil war from 1642 to 1649

ceremony are gravely mistaken. The peoples over
ity of things, usually derive their opinion from that

FIGURE 2.6 View of Versailles from the Gardens: “Those who imagine t
whom we reign, being able to apprehend the basic real-

they can see with their eyes? (Perry M. Rogers)

over this issue. The French monarchy col-
lapsed in violence in 1789 at the outset of the
French Revolution, What advantages did the
English obtain in their competition with
France by undergoing their domestic chaos
earlier?

o what extent do you think absolute rule is a
so-called natural form of government, gener-
ally acceptable to most people, especially ifitis
benign or even enlightened so that the best
interests of citizens are promoted? Do people
want 2 government that provides for their secu-
rity and happiness but prevents the participa-
tion and personal responsibility that 2 democ-
racy demands? What are your ownl opinions on
the subject?

hat these are merely matters of

has done in eighteen buglired years.
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m(:([::;l a Splr‘ltugl Values: The advance-
men ; the' Scwnnﬁc Revolution were the

denct ; :h spu;lt11 of rational inquiry and confi
in the ability of human bein, g

! f gs to under-

thm:d' and improve their world. Do the demane;s
cience necessarily preclude the validity of
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. %e}ro{iuﬁon .and Historical Transition:
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