Russia: Land of the Tsars – Absolute Monarchs – Viewing Guide
Ivan the Terrible

1. What title did Ivan take? What is it Russian for?

2.What right did Ivan the Great take away from the peasants? Note, this is odd since peasants in the rest of Europe were becoming more and more free.

3. About how many murders did Ivan the Terrible witness as a child? What did he throw out the windows of cathedrals for fun?

4. In his quest for absolute monarchy, what power did Ivan the Terrible take away from the boyars?

5. At about what rate did Ivan the Terrible expand the Russian empire? What contemporary expansion is that equivalent to?

6. Complete the following saying from the time of Ivan the Terrible’s reign: “The closer to the czar, the closer to _________________________.”

7. What did Ivan do with his kingdom in a letter to the Muscovite people? How did this help him closer to his goal of absolute power?

8. What did the Tartars do to Moscow in 1571, killing 60,000 people in one day?

9. What was the result of Ivan’s daughter-in-law wearing a risqué dress one fateful night?
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Peter the Great
1. What traumatic events did Peter witness as a ten year old? Be descriptive.

2. What happened in the show down between Peter and Sofia? What did Peter do to her?

3. What was Peter’s fascination and resulting life long goal as Czar? (What is “westernization?”)

4. What was Russia’s crippling problem in the eyes of Peter? What did he set his sights on as a result?

5. Where did Peter and his court go as in an attempt to Westernize? What did Peter like to dress up as?

6. What drew Peter back to Russia? What problems did he see? What did he do about them when he returned?

7. Who and what country controlled most of the Baltic coast? What city did Peter attack to try and gain a Baltic port? What was the result? (Beginning of the Great Northern War)

8. When Peter did get his window to the Baltic, what new city did he begin? Who did the work? What usually happened to those who worked?

9. What was the result of Sweden’s eventual attack on the city? Be specific.

10. List four innovations or reforms made by Peter the Great. What new title did he give himself?

11.  What did Peter, like Ivan, do to his son? How was Peter’s different from Ivan’s? 
