Journal Expectations:

· Analysis!  Not just plot summary, or explanation, but analysis backed up with specific support, including quotes, from the text.  
· Fully explain your analysis.  If you say something is ironic, explain why.
· Always good to look for:  allusions, contrasts (foils, juxtapositions, etc.), imagery, irony, motif repetition, symbols, themes.
· Keep context relevant (i.e. don’t explain an entire act/chapter; explain what is relevant to your analysis).
· Use quotes in context—don’t hack them up or just use part of a sentence.
· Establish your argument at the beginning of your entry. Most of these entries are short enough that they do not need a fully developed intro and conclusion paragraph, so establish your thesis in the first couple sentences.
· Be clear. Do not assume that just because it makes sense to you it makes sense to everyone else. Clearly show what you’re saying and why you’re saying it.
· Unless otherwise noted, each entry should be 1 page, single-sided and single-spaced, written in your notebook/binder (1.5-2 if your notebook is smaller than 8x10”), or 1 page, doubled-spaced if typed.
Lord of the Flies Essential Questions:

· How do people’s physical surroundings as well as the situations they are placed effect their decisions and outcomes?
· How do people’s conscious and subconscious affect their decisions and values?
· What does it mean to be human?
· How is Golding’s work a product of its time? 
Lord of the Flies Journal Entries:
1. Choose 1 of the following symbols or motifs to trace throughout the play: Piggy’s glasses, little ’uns, the scar, fire.  Keep 1 page (or more as needed) in your journal set aside for your quotes and notes T-chart.
2. The boys use their first few days on the island to establish their basic needs, the id, before dealing with reality and social human reasoning, the ego and superego respectively. How do Freud’s ideas of the id-ego-superego come into play within the book and what appears to be the most prominent and important part of the subconscious for the kids by the end of chapter 3?
3. By the end of chapter 4, Golding has made several assumptions about general human nature. What are those assumptions, what is Golding’s opinion and how to does it relate to the myriad of other philosophical opinions espoused before and during the Enlightenment?
4. By the end of chapter 6, what shape does fear take for the boys?  How has it manifested at various points during their stay on the island, and how has it changed?  What does this progression reveal about the boys, and about humans in general?
5. By the end of chapter 9, how does the Plato’s allegory of the cave come to fruition?  What does this allusion add to our understanding of the boys’ actions? 
6. By chapter 10, the boys are entrenched in the island with the surroundings of people away from cosmopolitan society and have changed significantly. Using Lord of the Flies as well as the writings of Chief Seattle and in class discussion, make an argument both ways about the benefits of the city over the country and vice versa. 
7. At the end of chapter 12, what is the ultimate irony of the novel?  How does the deus ex machina provide both a positive and negative change for the boys?  Try to relate this to when LotF was written.
8. Examine the relationship between the boys and their natural environment throughout the novel.  What can the story of the Fall of Man tell us about the boys’ experience, and Golding’s perspective on human nature?

