If you were king or queen of Spain:

As we discussed yesterday, Spain had a lot of problems under the reign of Philip II. You now have the chance to fix some (or all!) of those problems by answering the following four questions.

1.) What would you do to fix the economy? Look back at you notes and reflect on some of Spain’s economic problems. Where are there opportunities to fix things? 

2.)  What would you have done differently in the Netherlands? Look at your notes and reflect on how he treated the Netherlands? What would happen if you viewed the Netherlands differently?

3.) How would you handle the enormous empire you control? Note that Philip II had the first empire where “the sun never set” meaning that it spanned the globe. How would you harness the potential economic advantage?

4.) Is it in your best interest to remain an absolute ruler? Why or Why not? (there is no right answer here – it is entirely up to you how you want to fix Spain’s problems) 

