GENESIS 1

called the dry land Earth, and the wa-
ters that were gathered together he
called Seas. And God saw that it was
good. 1* And God said, “Let the earth
put forth vegetation, plants yielding
seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in
which is their see%,eeach according to
its kind, upon the‘earth.” And it was
so. 12 The earth brought forth vegeta-
tion, plants yielding seed according to
their own kinds, and trées bearing fruit
in which is their seed, each according

to its kind. And God saw that it was’

good. 13 And there was evening and
there was morning, a third day. .

14 And God said, “Let:there. be
lights in the firmament of the heavens
to separate the day from the night; and
let them be for signs and for seasons
and for days and years, ** and let them
be lights in the firmament of the heav-
ens to give light upon the earth.” And
it was so. 1 And God made the two
great lights, the greater light to rule the
day, and the lesser light/to rule the
night; he made the stars also. *” And
God set them in the firmament of the
heavens to give light l/l'pon the earth,
18 to rule over the day and over the
night, and to separate the light from
the darkness. And God saw that it was
good. 1 And ther¢’ was evening and
there was morning,a fourth day.

20 And God §éid, “Let the waters
bring forth swarms of living creatures,
and let birds fly above the earth
across the firmament of the heavens.”
21 So God created the great sea mon-
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sters and every living creature that
moves, with which the waters swarm,
according t6 their kinds; and every
winged bird according to its kind. And
God saw that it was good. 22 And
God bléssed them, saying, “Be fruit-
ful and multiply and fill the waters in
the seas, and let birds multiply on the
earth.” 22 And there was evening and
thére wds morning, a fifth day.

/24 And God said, “Let the earth

‘bring forth living creatures according

to their kinds: cattle and creeping
things and beasts of the earth accord-

" . ing to their kinds.” And it was so.

25 And God made the beasts. of the
earth according to their kinds and the
cattle according to their kinds, and
everything that creeps upon the ground
according to its kind. And God saw
that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make
man in our image, after our likeness;
and let them have. dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the birds of
the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creeps upon the earth.” 27 So
God created man in his own image, in
the image of God he created him; male
and female he created them. 28 And
God. blessed them, and God said to
them; “Be fruitful and multiply, and
fill the earth and subdue it; and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the air and over every
living thing that moves upon the
earth.” *® And God said, “Behold, 1
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have given you every plant yielding
seed which is upon the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its
fryit; you shall have them for food.
80 And to every beast of the earth, and
to every bird of the air, and to every-
thing that creéeps on the earth, every-
thing that has the breath of life, I have
given eyery green plant for food.” And
it was“so. #* And God saw-everything
that’he had made, and behold;. it was
very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, a sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth
2 were finished, and all the host of
them. 2 And on the seventh day God
finished his work which he had done,
and he rested on the seventh day from
all his work which he had done. 2 So
God blessed the seventh day and hal-
lowed it, because on it God rested from
all his work which he had done in crea-
tion.

4 These are the generations of the
heavens and the earth when they were
created.

In the day that the LorD God made
the earth and the heavens, 5 when no
plant of the field was yet in the earth
and no herb of the field had yet sprung
up—for the LorD God had not caused
it to rain upon the earth, and there was
no man to till the ground; ¢ but a mist¢
went up from the earth and watered
the whole face of the ground— 7 then
the Lorp God formed man of dust
from the ground, and breathed into
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his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living being. 8 And the
Lorp God planted a garden in Eden,
in the east; and there he put the man
whom he had formed. ® And out of
the ground the Lorp Gdd made to
grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food, the tree of
life also in the midst of the garden, and
thcial tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.

10 A river flowed out of Eden to
water the garden, and there it divided
and became four rivers. * The name
of the first is Pishon; it is the one which
flows around the whole land of Hav’-
ilah, where there is gold; 2 and the
gold of that land is good; bdellium and
onyx stone are there. ¥ The name of
the second river is Gihon; it is the one
which flows around the whole land of
Cush. * And the name of the third
river is Tigris, which flows east of As-
syria. And the fourth river is the Eu-
phra’tes.

15 The Lorp God took the man and
put him in the garden of Eden to till
it and keep it. 16 And the Lorp God
commanded the man, saying, “You
may freely eat of every tree of the
garden; 17 but of the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall die.”

18 Then the Lorp God said, “It is
not good that the man should be alone;
¢ Or flood

7.11 n. 9-10: The seas, a portion of the watery chaos, were assigned boundaries at the edge of
the earth (Ps.139.9; Pr.8.29), where they continue to menace God’s creation (Jer.5.22; Ps.
104.7-9). 11-13:. Vegetation was created only indirectly by God; his creative command was
directed to the earth. 14=19: The sun, moon, and stars are not divine powers that control man’s
destiny, as was believed in antiquity, but are only lights. Implicitly worship of the heavenly host
is forbidden (Dt.4.19; Zeph.1.5). 20-23: The creation of birds and fishes. Sea monsters, see
Pss.74.13; 104.25-26. 24-25: God’s command for the earth to bring forth (compare v. 11)
suggests that the animals are immediately bound to the ground and only indirectly related to
God, in contrast with man. 26-27: The solemn divine decision emphasizes man’s supreme place
at the climax of God’s creative work. 26: The plural us, our (3.22; 11.7; 15.6.8) probably refers
to the divine beings who compose God’s heavenly court (1 Kg.22.19; Job 1.6). Made in the
image of God, man is the creature through whom God manifests his rule on earth. The language
reflects “royal theology” in which, as in Egypt, the king was the “image of God.” 27: Him, them:
man was not created to be alone but is male and female (2.18-24). Man, the Hebrew word is
“adam,” a collective, referring to mankind. 28: As God’s representative, man is given dominion
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(Ps.8.6-8). 29-30: His dominion is limited, as shown by the vegetarian requirement, modified
in Noah’s time (9.2-3); it is to be benevolent and peaceful (compare Is.11.6-8). 31: Very good
(vv. 4,10,12. etc.), corresponding perfectly to God’s purpose. 2.1~3: The verb rested (Hebrew
“shabat”) is the basis of the noun sabbath (Ex.31.12-17).

2.4b-3.24: The creation and the fall of man. This is a different tradition from that in 1.1-2.4a,
as evidenced by the flowing style and the different order of events, e.g. man is created before
vegetation, animals, and woman. 6: 4 mist (or flood) probably refers to the water which surged
up from the subterranean ocean, the source of fertility (49.25). 7: The word-play on man
(adham) and ground (Cadhamah) introduces a motif characteristic of this early tradition: man’s
relation to the ground from which he was formed, like a potter molds clay (Jer.18.6). Man is
not body and soul (a Greek distinction) but is dust animated by the Lorp God’s breath or
“spirit” which constitutes him a living being or psycho-physical self (Ps.104.29-30; Job 34.14-
15). 8-9: Eden, meaning “delight,” is a “garden of God” (Is.51.3; Ezek.31.8-9; J1.2.3) or divine
park. 9: The tree of life was believed to confer eternal life (3.22; see Pr.3.18 n.; Rev.22.2,14,19),
as the tree of the knowledge of good and evil confers wisdom (see 2 Sam.14.17;1s.7.15). 10-14: The
rivers, springing from the subterranean ocean (v. 6), flowed out to the four corners of the known
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I will make him a helper fit for him.”
19 So out of the ground the Lorp God
formed every beast of the field and
every bird of the air, and brought them
to the man to see what he would call
them; and whatever the man called
every living creature, that was its
name. 2° The man gave names to all
cattle, and to the birds of the air,
and to every beast of the field; but for
the man there was not found a helper
fit for him. 2! So the Lorp God caused
a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and
while he slept took one of his ribs and
closed up its place with flesh; 2% and
the rib which the LorRD God had taken
from the man he made into a woman
and brought her to the man. > Then
the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; = . -
she shall be called Woman,4
because she was taken out of
Man.”¢

24 Therefore a man leaves his father
and his mother and cleaves to his wife,
and they become one flesh. 2* And the
man and his wife were both naked, and
were not ashamed. '
3 Now the serpent was more subtle

than any other wild creature that
the Lorp God had made. He said to
the woman, “Did God say, “You shall
not eat of any tree of the garden’?”
2 And the woman said to the serpent,
“We may eat of the fruit of the trees
of the garden; 3 but God said, “You
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree
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which is in the midst of the garden,
neither shall you touch it, lest you
die.’” 4But the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not die. ® For God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes
will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil” ¢So
when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a de-
light to the eyes, and that the tree was
to be desired to make one wise, she
took of its fruit and ate; and she also
gave some to her husband, and he ate.
7 Then the eyes of both were opened,
and they knew that they were naked;
and they sewed fig leaves together and
made themselves aprons.

8 And they heard the sound of the
Lorp God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and the man and his
wife hid themselves from the presence
of the LorD God among the trees of the
garden. ° But the LorD God called to
the man, and said to him, “Where are
you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the
sound of thee in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid
myself.” ' He said, “Who told you
that you were naked? Have you eaten
of the tree of which I commanded you
not to eat?’ 12 The man said, “The
woman whom thou gavest to be with
me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and

I ate.” 3 Then the Lorp God said to -

the woman, “What is this that you have
done?” The woman said, “The serpent
beguiled me, and I ate.” ** The LorD
d Heb ishshah e Heb ish ;

Expulsion from Eden

God said to the serpent,

"~ “Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all cattle,
and above all wild animals;

upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15 T will put enmity between you and
the woman,
- and between your seed and her
seed;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”
16 TIO thle woman he said, -
“I will greatly multiply your pain in
childbearing; PYYORP
in pain you shall bring forth
children,
yet your desire shall be for your
husband,
and he shall rule over you.”
17 And to Adam he said, ‘
“Because you have listened to the
voice of your wife,
and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you,
“You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in toil you shall eat of it all the
days of your life;
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring
forth to you;
and you shall eat the plants of the
field. ‘
19 Tn the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread
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till you return to the ground,

for out of it you were taken;
you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

20 The man called his wife’s name
Eve,f because she was the mother -of
all living. ** And the LorD God made
for Adam and for his wife garments of
skins, and clothed them.

22 Then the Lorp God said, “Be-
hold, the man has become like one of
us, knowing good and evil; and now,
lest he put forth his hand and take also
of the tree of life, and eat, and live for
ever’— 23 therefore the Lorp God
sent him forth from the garden of Eden,
to till the ground from which he was
taken. 2* He drove out the man; and
at the east of the garden of Eden he
placed the cherubim, and a flaming
sword which turned every way, to
guard the way to the tree of life.

/ Now Adam knew Eve his wife,
“rand she conceived and bore Cain,
saying, [ have gotten® a man with-the
help of the~Lorp.” 2 And again, she
bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was
a keeper of sheep;.and Cain a tiller of
the ground. ®In the. course of time
Cain brought to the LORD an offering
of the fruit-of the ground;.* and Abel
brought of the firstlings of his-flock and
of their fat portions. And the. LORD
had regard for Abel and his offering,

f The name in Hebrew resembles the word for Iz:;}‘ing
g Heb ganah, get Y

curse contains an old explanation of why the serpent crawls rather than walks and why men are

historical world. 15-17 Man is given a task: to'#i// and keep thé garden. The prohibition against
eating the forbidden fruit (3.3) stresses God’s lordship and man’s obedience. 18: To be alone is
not good, for man is social by nature (see 1.27 n.). 4 helper fit for him means a partner who
is suitable for him, who completes his being. 19: Naming the animals signifies man’s dominion
over them (compare 1.28). 21~23: The deep affinity between man and woman is portrayed in
the statement that God made the woman from the man’s rib. 24-25: Sex is not regarded as evil
but as a God-given impulse which draws man and woman together so that they become one flesh.
25: The two were unashamedly naked, a symbol of their guiltless relation to God and to one
another. 3.1-7: The temptation begins with the ‘insinuation of doubt (vv. 1-3), increases as
suspicion is cast upon God’s motive (vv. 4-5), and becomes irresistible when the couple sense
the possibilities of freedom (v. 6). 1: The serpent, one of the wild creatures, distinguished by
uncanny wisdom (Mt.10.16); there is a hint of a seductive power in man’s environment,
hostile to God. 5: Like God: perhaps “like gods™ (Septuagint), the divine beings of the heavenly
court (v. 22; 1.26 n.). Knowing good and evil, see 2.9 n. 7: Bodily shame (2.25) symbolizes
anxiety about broken relationship with God. 8-13: Anxiety leads to a guilty attempt to hide
from God (Ps.139.7-12), described anthropomorphically as strolling in his garden. 14~15: The
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instinctively hostile to it. 16: This divine judgment contains an old explanation of woman’s pain
in childbirth, her sexual desire for her husband (i.e. her motherly impulse, compare 30.1), and
her subordinate position to man in ancient society. 17-19: An explanation of man’s struggle to
eke an existence from the soil. Work is not essentially evil (2.15) but it becomes 70il as a result of
man’s broken relationship with his Creator. 17: The Hebrew word Adam is usually translated
“man” in this story (see 1.27 n.). Note that the curse is upon the ground, not man. 19: Till you
return to the ground: The mortal nature of man was implicit in the circumstances of his origin
(2.7); because of man’s disobedience, God now makes death an inevitable fate that haunts
man throughout life. 21: Garments of skins, a sign of God’s protective care even in the time of
degment (4.15). 22: Like one of us, see 3.5 n. The tree of life (2.9) does not figure in the tempta-
tion story, which explicitly speaks of only one tree in the center of the garden (3.3-6, 11-12,17)
24: The cherubim, guardians of sacred areas (1 Kg.8.6-7), were represented as wingéd crea%ures;
like the Sphynx of Egypt, half human and half lion (Ezek.41.18-19). A flaming sword (com-
pare Jer.47.6) was placed near the cherubim to.remind banished man of the impossibility of
overstepping his creaturely bounds (compare Ezek.28.13-16).

4.1-26: Cain, Abel, and Seth. 2~5: The story reflects the tension between farmers and semi-
nomads, two different ways of life that are symbolized in the two types of offerings. No reason

(51



