A Medieval Life: Cecilia Penifader of Brigstock (c. 1295-1344)
Directions: Using the readings in the packet(s) in front of you, class discussion, and general knowledge, answer the questions as below as thoroughly as possible, following all instructions completely. 

Home Life:

1. List four ways in which Cecilia and other medieval children would have entertained themselves growing.
2. Why would bathing have been a rare practice for peasants and royals alike?

3. What was the difference in family structure between Cecilia’s and other English families compared to those on the European mainland?

4. According to the reading, what job would most of you (high school students) have had at this time in your life if you lived in the middle ages? Why was this not considered shameful?
Medieval Community:
1. What are the three main differences between a serf and a free peasant like Cecilia?

2. What was the name of the lord’s lands on which a peasant had to work at least a couple days a week as a way of paying rent?

3. What four distinctions separated clerics, like Cecilia’s brother Master William, from laity (non-clerics) in Brigstock?
4. What was the name of the chief officer of the manor? The name of his chief assistant? What did they do?
Medieval Economics & Gender Roles
1. What were the three classes servants were divided into? Define each class.
2. What types of men would Cecilia have employed as an unmarried female land-owner? Whose authority were the servants under when they worked for her?

3. What happened to Cecilia’s modest estate when she died? Would the same thing have happened if she were a man? What does that say about medieval gender roles?
4. What was the common peasant drink in the middle ages? Why? Why might this be odd to us today?
Assignment: On a new sheet of paper, using the information you just learned from the questions above, as well as from lecture notes, movies, readings, internet, etc. you will recreate Brigstock—then a former manor in the process of moving towards a small town—as it may have looked in the time of Cecilia. You should make sure to follow the general rules for life in the middle ages the freedom to recreate a manor/small town is yours. On the back, you will, in a paragraph or two explain your creation and why you recreated the Brigstock the way you did citing specific examples from your work and class over the last few weeks that inspired Brigstock. Finally, do not forget to title, label, key, and probably color the map. Be creative. More creativity (within reason) = more points. 20 pt. process grade. Due Monday 9/19.
