Advice to the Wise

AKA: How to keep Mr. Doran smiling
Format all typed papers as shown:

Your full name

September 9, 2004 (( due date – spelled out!)


Creative Title Here ((regular font, no underline)

Use a font with serifs (yes, yes, yes), not without (no, no, no).  

“It was . . .” is the lamest, most boring way to begin a sentence – and especially a paragraph.  Avoid “to be” verbs (was, were, been, be, are . . .) whenever possible.  “This”, “these”, “it” and other pronouns add nothing to a description and dilute the interest of your other words.
Use the correct spelling for all homonyms and similar sounding words.  Examples of common errors include: their/there/they’re, too/to/two, our/are, were/where, thrown/throne, its/it’s.  When spell-check misses these errors you appear careless; spell-check misses these errors.  No paper with a homonym error will receive an A.
Pay attention to apostrophes.  They’re used for contractions and to show possession.  Don’t add them when making words plural or leave them out when they’re necessary.  A lot is two words (alot).  
Be aware of the difference between what you hear and what words are actually being used.  For example, the correct phrases are “I could have” or “I should have” (could of, should of, though could’ve and would’ve are okay in dialogue).  
Write out most numbers.  Also, write out et cetera and versus.  Abbreviations slow down and distract your reader.
Avoid “you” unless speaking directly to the reader.

Vary your sentence lengths.  Shorter sentences generally go with quick action sequences and long sentences are super for lingering descriptions.
Paragraphs are your friend.  Think of your stories as movie scenes.  If the camera would switch to another person or from one part of the landscape to another, make a paragraph break.  Additionally, every time you switch speakers in dialogue, you switch paragraphs. Indent at the start of each paragraph and do not skip lines between paragraphs.  Punctuate dialogue as shown below.
“Is that true?” the student asked.


“Absolutely!” Mr. Doran shouted.  Her enthusiasm about paragraphs infected the class with the urge to write.

“Interesting,” said the student.


“Indeed!”
Make clarity your top priority.  Snazzy words do not impress when the reader cannot decipher your meaning.  Starting sentences with the same word too many times or using identical adjectives over and over grows boring quickly, however.

Show, don’t tell.  

If the reader hates or loves your characters, the reader will want to find out what happens to them.

A word about style . . .  Eyes are seldom emerald or navy blue.   I have yet to see a single tear slowly trail down anyone’s face.  I’ve never seen one splash onto the floor, desk, or anywhere else, either.  In a first person story, the narrator’s death at the end leaves the reader wondering how the story got told.  In short, avoid clichés like the plague. (( the funny part) 
Ask questions whenever you are unsure of directions or expectations!
